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FACT SHEET FOR CAR WASH FACILITIES

This fact sheet is provided by the New Mexico Environment Department’s (NMED) Hazardous Waste Bureau (HWB) in order to provide regulatory guidance for commercial car wash operations. This information is provided as guidance only, and is not intended to replace a facility’s effort to familiarize itself with and comply with all applicable requirements to which they are subject. The Resource Compliance and Recovery Act (RCRA) regulations as adopted by New Mexico (20 NMAC 4.1), which incorporates federal regulations 40 CFR Parts 260-270 are the pertinent hazardous waste regulations.

Car wash operations may generate hazardous waste, primarily as a result of contaminated sludges and grit from the sand trap. Depending upon the types of vehicles involved, and the potential for illegal dumping to take place in the bays when no one is present, hazardous contaminants may accumulate in sump sludges. Each facility is responsible for determining if the waste is hazardous. If hazardous waste is pumped out of the sand trap, hauled off and dumped illegally, the car wash would be responsible for cleaning up the site and hauling the waste to a permitted facility that can accept hazardous waste. This would be very expensive and may result in fines or penalties levied against the car wash.

To determine if the waste is hazardous it should be tested for Total metal concentration of lead, mercury and cadmium using EPA method 6010, this is the least expensive testing method. The analytical results from this method approximates the metal concentration when utilizing the “20 Times Rule”. This rule of thumb basically states that if the results of a “Totals” analysis is 20 times the regulatory limit, most likely the waste is hazardous. As an example, if a “Totals” analysis for lead has a result greater than 100 mg/l, this value is 20 times greater than the 5 mg/l regulatory limit, is most likely hazardous and therefore a more concise test - the Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure (TCLP) must be done. These procedures are outlined in EPA Publication SW-846. HWB recommends that over a period of one year, 2 separate samples should be taken of the sludge and tested. This will prove that routine operation of the car wash does not create a hazardous waste. Facilities that routinely wash heavy equipment, oil drilling rigs or diesel trucks are much more likely to generate hazardous waste.

If the car wash determines that it’s sludge and/or grit is not hazardous (90% of the time it will not be) the sludge may be disposed of at the local landfill or land farm, should they choose to accept it. Be sure to check with the landfill first before hauling it to them.

Should a landfill accept the sludge and grit, it must be dried out sufficiently to pass the paint filter test. The paint filter test requires that 100 mg. (a small scoop) of sludge be put into a 20 micron paint filter. After waiting five minutes, if no liquid drips out then the sludge is dry enough to go to the landfill. For clarification of the Solid Waste Rules, the paint filter test or the landfill regulations, please call the Solid Waste Bureau at 505-827-0186.

If facility owners decide to dry out the sludge on property they own, they must satisfy conditions set by the Ground Water Quality Bureau in order to protect ground water quality in accordance with the New Mexico Water Quality Control Commission Regulations. A Notice of Intent (NOI) should be filed by the car wash facility with the Ground Water Quality Bureau, which describes how the sludge will be handled and dried. An on site drying area would need to be bermed and lined with a synthetic liner at least 30 ml. in thickness and covered with ½ foot of soil or sand to protect the liner. For further information about this procedure contact the Ground Water Bureau at 505-827-2900. In addition, if the wastewater from the car wash is not recycled or discharged directly to a city sewer line, the Ground Water Quality Bureau should be contacted about wastewater disposal.

If the facility determines that it’s waste stream is hazardous, it is very important to calculate the total quantity of hazardous waste generated in order to determine the facility’s regulatory category. The three different categories of generators and the regulatory requirements are:

1.
Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG): This is a generator of less than 220 pounds or 100 kilograms of hazardous waste per month. This hazardous waste must be disposed of at a facility permitted to take hazardous waste. No more than 2,200 pounds or 1,000 kilograms of waste may be accumulated on site at any one time. If this happens then the small quantity generator requirements apply.

2.
Small Quantity Generator (SQG): This is a facility that generates between 220 pounds and 2,200 pounds or 100 kilograms to 1,000 kilograms of hazardous waste per month. An SQG must comply with all applicable regulations found in 20 NMAC 4.1.301 and 801, which incorporates federal regulations 40 CFR Parts 262 and 268, that requires waste manifests, and proper storage areas. An SQG must ship its hazardous waste only to a facility with an EPA Identification Number. An SQG cannot accumulate more than 6,000 kilograms of hazardous waste on site at any one time or store its hazardous waste on site for longer than 270 days. If the facility does, then it becomes subject to the requirements for a large quantity generator.

3.
Large Quantity Generator (LQG): This is a generator of greater than 2,200 pounds or 1,000 kilograms of hazardous waste per month. An LQG must comply with all applicable regulations found in 20 NMAC 4.1.301 and 801, which incorporate the federal regulations 40 CFR Parts 262 and 268. The requirements for an LQG are much more comprehensive and stringent than are those for either a CESQG or an SQG.

Please note that the regulatory requirements for a CESQG are the least burdensome. Most facilities will choose to operate in this category.

It is illegal to dispose of hazardous waste on your property without a permit and may subject the facility to fines or penalties.

The Hazardous Waste Bureau wishes to assist the regulated community in complying with all applicable regulations. Please contact the Technical Assistance and Compliance Section of the HWB for further assistance and information. The contact telephone number is 1-505-428-2500 or toll free at

1-866-428-6535. This assistance will provide information to the business owner, free of fines and penalties and with a six-month amnesty from the enforcement section, free of charge.







