| May-May 28—, 2016

Ms. Kathryn Roberts, Director
Resource Protection Division

New Mexico Environment Department
Post Office Box 5469

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502-5469

Via email to: kathryn.roberts@state.nm.us
Re: Public Comments about the Proposed 2016 LANL Consent Order
Dear Ms. Roberts:

The cleanup of Los Alamos nuclear waste is a huge priority for the citizens of northern
New Mexico. The threat of air and water contamination from Los Alamos is very real,
and it only gets harder to deal with as time goes on.

I urge the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) to withdraw the proposed
2016 Compliance Order on Consent, or Consent Order, for Los Alamos National
Laboratory (LANL), which was released for public comment on March 30, 2016. It
creates serious problems to ensuring cleanup: it limits public participation opportunities;
it reduces enforceability by the Environment Department; it puts the Department of
Energy (DOE) in the role of regulator; and it does not have a final
compliance/completion date. The proposed 2016 Consent Order represents a giant step
backwards to achieving genuine cleanup at LANL.

The Environment Department must retain the existing Consent Order that went into effect
on March 1, 2005, with a final deadline of December 6, 2015. Section XII of the 2005
Consent Order established dozens of mandatory deadlines for the completion of
corrective action cleanup tasks, including completion of investigations at individual sites,
installation of groundwater monitoring wells, submittal of groundwater monitoring
reports, evaluation of remedial alternatives for individual sites, and completion of final
cleanup remedies. These deadlines are enforceable under Section 111.G of the 2005
Consent Order.

I urge the Environment Department to conserve taxpayer resources, withdraw the
proposed 2016 Consent Order, and modify the 2005 Consent Order with an update of the
Section XII cleanup schedules and a realistic final compliance/completion date.

| formally request that NMED hold a public hearing on the revised Section XII cleanup
schedules and new final compliance/completion date as required by the 2005 Consent
Order, the New Mexico Hazardous Waste Act (NMSA 1978, 88 74-4-1 to 14) and the
federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) (40 CFR §270.42, Appendix



I.LA.5.b.). Inthe alternative, | request a public hearing on a proposed 2016 Consent
Order.

DOE is in the process of hiring a new cleanup contractor for LANL and recently issued a
Request For Proposals (RFP), which states:

The total estimated value of the contract is approximately $1.7B [billion]
over the prospective ten-year period of performance, including option
periods.

The ten-year contract amount would average out to $170 million per year, well below the
current proposed budget of $189 million for Fiscal Year 2017 (which begins October 1,
2016). Before a contract is even signed, the proposed 2016 Consent Order fails to
increase the LANL cleanup budget. The new cleanup contract is set up to fail from the
beginning under either the 2005 Consent Order or a proposed 2016 Consent Order.

Further, there is no mechanism in the proposed 2016 Consent Order to increase, or to
even maintain, a stable annual cleanup budget.













Thank you.-re—eucoreinconsdemton o ~comments
Sincerely,

Name
Emai-{ifyou-would-like-to-he-informed-about-next-steps)

Susan E. Trujillo
HC 78 Box 10315

Ranchos de Taos, NM 87557
hmo@taosnet.com
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