
The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) Department of Energy (DOE) Oversight Bureau conducts oversight and 
monitoring activities at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP).  Monitoring programs include both joint and independent evaluations 
of impacts to the environment and public health.  Environmental sampling and analysis include particulates in air, soils and sediments, 
vegetation, and surface and ground water. 

 

Air Monitoring 

NMED's DOE Oversight Bureau continues to monitor the air at the WIPP and surrounding areas.  Exhaust air filters are collected from 
Stations A and B and shipped to contract laboratories for analysis of gross alpha and beta, isotopic plutonium, isotopic uranium, 
americium, strontium, and gamma-emitting isotopes (like cesium). The Bureau also monitors ambient air at WIPP, at locations along 
the Jal Highway, and in Carlsbad. Ambient air filter samples are collected bi-weekly (every 14 days) and are analyzed for gross alpha 
and beta, isotopic plutonium, isotopic uranium, strontium, americium and gamma-emitting isotopes.  

Sample ID Location Media Sampling history Sampling Frequency
A1-1 WIPP Station A Skid 1 Exhaust Air 2006-present Daily
A2-1 WIPP Station A Skid 2 Exhaust Air 2006-present Daily
A3-1 WIPP Station A Skid 3 Exhaust Air 2006-present Daily
B1-1 WIPP Station B Skid 1 Exhaust Air 2006-present Weekly or Biw eekly
WPL01 WIPP Salt Shaft Ambient Air 2007-2013, 2014 Biw eekly
WPL02 WIPP Far Field Ambient Air 2007-2013, 2014 Biw eekly
WPL03 WIPP Met Tow er Ambient Air 2007-2013, 2014 Biw eekly
WPL09 Southeast Control Ambient Air 2011-2013, present Biw eekly
WPL10 Carlsbad NMED Office Guadalupe St Ambient Air 2014-present Biw eekly
WPL11 Mobile Solar Ambient Air 2014-present Biw eekly

 

  



Gamma Radiation Monitoring 

The Oversight Bureau continues to monitor gamma radiation (direct penetrating radiation) both on and off-site at WIPP on a quarterly 
basis.  

Sample ID Location Media Sampling history Sampling Frequency
DPR01 WIPP Parking Lot Gamma Radiation 2006 - present Quarterly
DPR02 WIPP Railroad Entrance Gamma Radiation 2006 - present Quarterly
DPR03 WIPP Southw est Fence Corner Gamma Radiation 2006 - present Quarterly
DPR04 WIPP South Fence Center Gamma Radiation 2006 - present Quarterly
DPR05 WIPP Southeast Fence Corner Gamma Radiation 2006 - present Quarterly
DPR06 WIPP Far Southeast Fence Corner Gamma Radiation 2006 - present Quarterly
DPR07 WIPP East Fence Mid Gamma Radiation 2006 - present Quarterly
DPR08 WIPP Northeast Fence Corner Gamma Radiation 2006 - present Quarterly
DPR09 WIPP North Northeast Fence Gamma Radiation 2006 - present Quarterly
DPR10 WIPP North Fence Salt Pile Gamma Radiation 2006 - present Quarterly
DPR11 WIPP Northw est Fence Corner Gamma Radiation 2006 - present Quarterly
DPR12 WIPP Loading Dock West Gamma Radiation 2006 - present Quarterly
DPR13 WIPP Loading Dock Center Gamma Radiation 2006 - present Quarterly
DPR14 WIPP Loading Dock East Gamma Radiation 2006 - present Quarterly
DPR16 Loving Weight Station Gamma Radiation 2007-present Quarterly
DPR17 Malaga Volunteer Fire Dept. Gamma Radiation 2007-present Quarterly
DPR18 Hobbs Hiw ay - North Access Road Gamma Radiation 2008-present Quarterly
DPR19 Southeast Control Gamma Radiation 2011-present Quarterly
DPR20 Carlsbad NMED Office Guadalupe St Interior Gamma Radiation 2012-present Quarterly
DPR21 Carlsbad NMED Office Guadalupe St Exterior Gamma Radiation 2012-present Quarterly

 

  



Soil and Vegetation Monitoring 

The Oversight Bureau conducts sampling and analysis of soil and vegetation in the vicinity of WIPP for radiological constituents. 
Soil, sediment and vegetation are analyzed for isotopic plutonium, isotopic uranium, americium, strontium and gamma-emitting 
isotopes.  

Sample ID Location Media Sampling history Sampling Frequency
BV-FF Far Field Vegetation 2010, 2012 Annual
BV-MR Mills Ranch Vegetation 2010, 2011 Annual
BV-Noy Noya Tank Vegetation 2012 Annual
BV-Pok Poker Tank Vegetation 2012 Annual
BV-SEC South East Control Vegetation 2011 Annual
BV-WE WIPP East Vegetation 2010, 2011 Annual
BV-WN WIPP North Vegetation 2012 Annual
BV-WS WIPP South Vegetation 2010, 2011 Annual
S-FF Far Field Soil 2012 Annual
S-Gnome Gnome Soil NA NA
S-MR Mills Ranch Soil 2010, 2011 Annual
S-SR Smith Ranch Soil 2010, 2012 Annual
S-WE WIPP East Soil 2010, 2012 Annual
S-WN WIPP North Soil 2011, 2012 Annual
S-WNE WIPP Northeast Soil 2011 Annual
S-WS WIPP South Soil 2010, 2011 Annual

 

  



Sediment Monitoring 

The Oversight Bureau conducts sampling and analysis of soil and vegetation in the vicinity of WIPP for radiological constituents. 
Soil, sediment and vegetation are analyzed for isotopic plutonium, isotopic uranium, americium, strontium and gamma-emitting 
isotopes.  

Sample ID Location Media Sampling history Sampling Frequency
SD-Hill Hill Tank Sediment 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 Annual
SD-Indian Indian Tank Sediment 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 Annual
SD-Lost Lost Tank Sediment 2010, 2011, 2012 Annual
SD-Noya Noya Tank Sediment 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 Annual
SD-Pecos Pecos River Sediment 2009 Annual
SD-Pierce Pierce Canyon Sediment 2010, 2011 Annual
SD-Poker Poker Tank Sediment 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 Annual
SD-Red Red Tank Sediment 2009, 2010, 2011 Annual
SD-Tut Tut Tank Sediment 2012 Annual
SD-UTH Under the Hill Tank Sediment 2009, 2010, 2011 Annual

 

 


