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NEW MEXICO ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES  

SPECIAL HONORS FOR STAFF 
 
Santa Fe, NM – Two New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) Staff have been 
recognized by industries they work with for their outstanding contributions.  Marie Ortiz of the 
NMED Surface Water Quality Bureau and Jack King of the NMED Environmental Health 
Bureau are congratulated for their respective awards.  
 
Marie Ortiz received the John W. Clark Award for outstanding 
contributions or service to the New Mexico Water and Wastewater 
Association on January 25th in Las Cruces, NM.  The NMED Utility 
Operator Certification Program, for which Ortiz Ortiz has worked 
since 2000, administers the water and wastewater tests for operators 
for the State of NM.  John W Clark, for whom the award is named,  
was a former professor of civil engineering at New Mexico State 
University and former Director of the New Mexico Water Resources Research Institute.  He 
helped found the New Mexico Water and Wastewater Association in 1956 and recognized the 
importance of training and certification. 
 
Jack King has been selected for “The Annual Excellence in Service Award  by the National 
Association of Wastewater Transporters (NAWT).  King, who has been with the Department for 
the past ten years, has been a leader in New Mexico’s wastewater treatment industry and now 
serves as Acting Staff Manager for the Environmental Health Bureau’s offices in Carlsbad, 
Hobbs, Roswell and Ruidoso.  The NAWT is recognizing Mr. King “for showing exceptional 
accomplishments in his service to the community and to the wastewater profession.”  The award 
will be presented at the Association’s EXPO in Indianapolis at the end of February. 
 
The New Mexico Environment Department is proud of all our staff and appreciate the 
professional recognitions by our industry partners and constituents.  
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