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New Mexico Environment Department To Mark Construction 

 and Startup Of Ground Water Treatment System In Las Cruces 
 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony Thursday at Griggs and Walnut Ground Water Plume Superfund Site 
 
(Las Cruces, NM) – New Mexico Environment Department representatives will join officials 
from the City of Las Cruces and Dona Ana County on Thursday, August 23, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. at 
a ribbon cutting ceremony for the Griggs and Walnut Ground Water Plume Superfund Site 
located in Las Cruces, New Mexico.  The ceremony will be held at the ground water treatment 
facility inside the Dona Ana County Transportation Yard at 2025 E. Griggs Avenue. 
 
The ceremony will mark the construction of a fully operational ground water pump-and-treat 
system which removes and treats ground water contaminated with the chlorinated solvent, 
tetrachloroethlyene, at the Superfund Site.  Main components of the treatment system are two 
ground water extraction wells, two water storage tanks, and two air stripper treatment units.  The 
two extraction wells were previously used as supply wells for the City of Las Cruces, and were 
decommissioned when tetrachloroethylene was detected in these wells.  Extracted water runs 
through one of the two air stripping units and once treated water meets drinking water standards, 
it is blended into the City’s water supply system. 
 
Chlorinated solvents were detected in City of Las Cruces water supply wells over a decade ago.  
Following investigations, the Site was placed on the National Priority List on June 14, 2001 and 
a  Record of Decision was signed by EPA on June 19, 2007.  The Griggs and Walnut Plume 
encompasses the intersection of Griggs Avenue and Walnut Street and extends approximately 
2,500 feet by 4,000 feet beneath the City of Las Cruces. 
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