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State Environment Department  

Holds Public Hearing on Management of Water Association 
-- 

Grant Money in Question 
 

(Santa Fe, NM) – The New Mexico Environment Department will be listening to local citizens’ 

comments and concerns about the management of the Buena Vista Mutual Domestic Water 

Consumers and Sewage Works Association (Association), located near the Village of Mora, in 

order to determine if the state should intervene in the operation and management of the 

Association.  At risk for the Association and the approximately 60 residences it serves is $25,000 

in grant funding for work on the water system. 

 

On Thursday, December 13 at 6 p.m., the Environment Department will hold a public hearing at 

the Mora County Courthouse in the Village of Mora.  The hearing was prompted by requests 

from members of the Association that the Environment Department intervene in the operation of 

the association.  Association members have expressed concern about failures in the operation 

and management of the water system, and that they have been denied access to decisions 

governing the system by the failure of the Association to schedule open, public meetings and to 

hold elections. 
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A special appropriation of $25,000 by the New Mexico Legislature in the year 2000 for 

improvements to the Buena Vista water system is administered by the Environment Department. 

The grant agreement between the Department and the Association requires that the Association 

comply with state law, including the Sanitary Projects Act.  According to the Environment 

Department, it cannot administer the special appropriation until the Association complies with 

state law and its own rules requiring election of officers. 

 

“We want people to receive clean water from a reliable provider,” said Environment Secretary 

Maggiore.  “For that to happen in Buena Vista, the Association must comply with state law so 

that it can receive grant money and spend it for the benefit of the Association members.” 

 

The Sanitary Projects Act allows small community water systems to qualify for state funds for 

construction and improvements of water systems.  The Act requires that associations hold 

elections to select a five-member board of directors from its membership at least every two years. 

 The articles of incorporation for the Buena Vista Association require annual elections of officers. 

  However, there is no information indicating that the Association has conducted an election for 

many years, in spite of urging from the Environment Department. 

 

Subsequent to Thursday’s hearing, the Environment Department’s hearing officer will make a 

recommendation to Secretary Maggiore, who will make a final determination whether or not to 

intervene in the operation of the System.  Potential actions include the Department supervising an 

election of Association board members.   

 

For more information, contact Haywood Martin, Chief of the NMED Construction Programs 

Bureau at 505-827-2797, or Cathy Tyson, NMED Communications Director, at 505-827-0314. 
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