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July 12, 2006    Contact:  Adam Rankin, NMED Communications Director 
Immediate Release   Phone: (505) 827-0314 
 

Departments of Environment, Game and Fish, and City of Rio Rancho to Hold 
Public Meeting on Rehabilitation of Chamisa Hills Lagoons 

     
(Santa Fe, NM) ─ The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED), the New Mexico Department 
of Game and Fish (NMDGF) and the City of Rio Rancho will hold a community meeting to hear 
public concerns and explain state actions to improve the management of reclaimed wastewater storage 
lagoons at the Chamisa Hills Golf Course and Country Club. Inadequate management of the lagoons is 
the likely cause of an avian botulism outbreak responsible for the recent death of numerous ducks at 
the golf course. 
 
The community meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 13, at 6:30 p.m. at the Rio Rancho City 
Council Chambers, 3900 Southern Blvd, in Rio Rancho. NMED, NMDGF and Rio Rancho 
representatives, including Rio Rancho Mayor Kevin Jackson, will be present to take comments and 
address concerns. 
 
“This was an unfortunate, but naturally occurring, situation that was exacerbated by poor management 
of water levels in the reclaimed wastewater lagoons,” Secretary Ron Curry said. “Now that the 
problem and the source have been identified we want to ensure that proper management and 
monitoring is put in place to avoid a repeat occurrence in the future. I also want to express my 
appreciation for the cooperation, concern and commitment to this issue demonstrated by Rio Rancho 
Mayor Kevin Jackson.” 
 
NMED has determined that a number of short-term actions need to be taken by the city to minimize 
impacts to waterfowl from avian botulism. NMED is directing the city, its contractor operator of the 
city wastewater treatment facility, and Chamisa Hills to work together on these actions. 
 
“I thank the state for their dedicated support on this effort and I look forward to developing 
cooperative solutions for the future,” Mayor Jackson said. 
 
These actions include: Conducting an assessment of the sediment deposits in the reclaimed wastewater 
storage lagoons; ongoing water quality assessments of dissolved oxygen, pH levels and water 
temperatures; continuous inspections for duck carcasses and affected birds, which are to be removed to 
control the spread of the disease; and maintenance of appropriate and healthy lagoon conditions by 
ensuring adequate lagoon water levels to avoid exposure of sediment. NMED is also reviewing long-
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term actions that may need to be taken in order to ensure the lagoons are managed in a manner that is 
as protective of wildlife as possible. 
 
Conditions conducive to the growth and spread of avian botulism likely occurred when the water level 
in one of the lagoons was drawn down rapidly, creating low oxygen, or anaerobic, conditions in the 
lagoon, while at the same time the lagoon's water temperature was near 25 degrees Celsius, an ideal 
temperature for the activation of dormant botulism spores. The low water levels also made it possible 
for waterfowl and ducks to come into contact with the spores, which were then spread among 
waterfowl through maggots and insects that fed on dead and dying bird tissue. 
 
To limit the spread of botulism and to dissuade waterfowl from visiting the lagoons, people are urged 
to not feed the ducks or other waterfowl. Also, to limit the spread of botulism to other uninfected 
habitats, people are requested to not transport affected ducks or other waterfowl to other areas in an 
attempt to save them. Instead, they are encouraged to call New Mexico Department of Game and Fish 
(505-222-4700), Rio Rancho Animal Control (505-891-7237) or Chamisa Hills (505-896-5000) to 
report dead or dying birds. The sooner dead birds are reported, the sooner they can be properly 
removed and disposed of, which is critical to limiting the spread of the disease. 
 
Waterfowl carcasses will be submitted to the NMDGF, while potentially sick birds that are captured 
will be relayed to wildlife rescue for medical care and attention.  
 
Avian botulism, or Clotridium Botulinum Type C, is one of the major disease problems of wild 
migratory ducks and is common in western states. Humans, cats and dogs are generally not affected by 
Type C botulism. It causes paralysis in ducks by attacking the nervous system. Ducks suffering from 
botulism poisoning often die from drowning or respiratory failure. 
 
For more information, contact Adam Rankin, NMED Communications Director, at (505) 827-0314. 
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