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Four Corners Air Quality Task Force Set to Begin Work in Durango

Durango, Colo. – Members of the newly-formed Four Corners Air Quality Task Force will roll up a collective sleeve in Durango on Wednesday, February 8 as the work of the diverse group is set to begin in earnest.  The four-hour meeting is scheduled to convene at 3 p.m. in the Animas Room at the Doubletree Hotel Durango.

The task force, consisting of federal land managers; federal and state environmental regulators; representatives from industry and tribal nations; and interested residents from the affected states of Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico and Utah, held its initial public meeting in Farmington, New Mexico in November 2005.

“The Farmington meeting was an opportunity for anyone with an interest or concern about air quality in the region to learn about current and emerging issues,” said Mary Uhl, bureau chief for the Air Quality Bureau of the New Mexico Environment Department.  “At that meeting, we asked attendees to indicate whether or not they wanted to be an active member of the task force, or if they wanted simply to track our progress as an interested party.  The Durango meeting will be our first working meeting, where we begin the process of evaluating options for addressing the important air quality issues that are being identified.”

Based upon feedback received in November, the task force has created a number of work groups that will meet for the first time in Durango.  These include a work group that will focus on issues related to oil and gas development; another on power plants; a third on other air pollution emission sources; and two technical work groups that will discuss options for air quality modeling and monitoring activities.

“The vital work of the task force is going to happen in the work groups,” said Michael Silverstein, planning and policy manager for the Air Pollution Control Division of the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment.  “We’re looking forward to the exchange of ideas surrounding air quality issues in the region.”

At the Durango meeting, a brief introductory session is planned for the entire task force.  Work groups then will break out for concurrent 90-minute sessions.  During these sessions, work groups will begin discussing air quality issues; needs and concerns specific to each group; and establish a schedule for working together between the regular quarterly meetings.

Silverstein said the ultimate goal of the task force is to merge the information provided by the work groups into a full task force report by the end of 2007.  The report will identify options for policymakers to consider for addressing air quality issues and concerns in the region.

---more---
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The Four Corners Region is rich in oil, gas and coal reserves.  Oil and gas production, existing and planned coal-fired power plants, and growth are presenting challenges to air quality in the region, now and in the future.

For these reasons, representatives from the states of Colorado and New Mexico led the push to create the task force as a forum for the affected states, tribes, federal land managers, industry, and residents of the Four Corners Region to discuss regional air quality issues.  The concept is that a broad and inclusive collaborative air quality planning process will allow the region to meet the needs of a growing population while preserving air quality and the environment.

The full task force plans to meet face-to-face on a quarterly basis with meeting sites rotating throughout the region.  The work groups and a policy oversight group will meet more often via teleconferences.  It is hoped that each work group will establish a schedule for regular conference calls at the Durango meeting.  Efforts will be made to ensure that work group conference calls are not overlapping so that members with varied interests can effectively track progress within other groups.

Individuals wanting to learn more about the Four Corners Air Quality Task Force should contact either Christopher Dann (Colorado residents) at 303-692-3281 or christopher.dann@state.co.us, or Mark Jones (New Mexico residents) at 505-327-6854 or Mark.Jones@state.nm.us.  Information also may be obtained by visiting the Task Force’s website at http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/aqb/4C/index.html.
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