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Emergency Well Disinfection Guidelines for Cibola County  
Flood Areas 

 
(Santa Fe, NM) — New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) recommends that private 
domestic water wells be disinfected with chlorine if the wells have been inundated by flood 
water.  Some homes in Cibola County that were affected by the recent heavy rain and flooding 
utilize private domestic wells and septic systems.  Flood waters are often tainted with sewage 
and can contaminate water supply wells.   

Unscented household bleach containing 5.25% chlorine can be used to disinfect wells.  One 
gallon of bleach will treat up to an 8-inch diameter well containing 100 feet of water. 

Disinfection Procedure: 

• Avoid direct skin contact with bleach.  Wear rubber gloves and goggles when 
handling bleach.  If skin or eye contact occurs, flush immediately with clean water. 

• Mix 2 quarts of bleach in 10 gallons of water; pour into well. 

• Connect a garden hose to a nearby faucet and wash down the inside of the well. 

• Open each faucet and let water run until a strong chlorine odor is detected, then turn it 
off.  Do this for each indoor and outdoor faucet and hydrant.  Drain the water heater 
and let it refill with chlorinated water.  If a strong odor is not detected at all outlets, 
add more chlorine to the well.  Also flush the toilets. 

• Mix an additional 2 quarts of bleach in 10 gallons of water.  Pour it into the well 
without pumping.   

• Allow chlorinated water to stand in the well and pipes for at least 8 hours (preferably 
12 to 24 hours). 

• Run water from outdoor faucets to waste (away from desirable vegetation) until the 
chlorine odor is slight or not detected at each faucet.  Then run indoor faucets until 



there is no chlorine odor.  Minimize the amount of chlorinated water flowing into the 
septic tank. 

Some chlorine may persist in the system for 7-10 days.  Water with a slight chlorine smell 
should be usable for most purposes including drinking.  After the disinfection process, water 
tests for bacteriological contamination are also recommended.   

For further information on well disinfection or bacteriological testing contact Dennis 
McQuillan, Environmental Health Manager, at (505) 476-8607. 
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