
STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
BEFORE THE SECRETARY OF ENVIRONMENT 

 
 
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF  No. AQCA 06-42 (P) 
WESTERN WATER AND POWER PRODUCTION LLC  
FOR AN AIR QUALITY CONSTRUCTION PERMIT FOR  
THE ESTANCIA BASIN BIOMASS POWER GENERATION PLANT 
 
 

FINAL ORDER 
 

This matter comes before the Secretary of Environment following a hearing 

before the Hearing Officer on March 13 and April 10, 2007, in Estancia, New Mexico.   

Western Water and Power Production LLC (Applicant) seeks approval to 

construct and operate a 35 megawatt biomass power generation plant to be located on a 

fifty-acre property on State Road 542, approximately six miles south of Estancia in 

Torrance County, New Mexico.  

The New Mexico Environment Department Air Quality Bureau supports the 

issuance of the permit with conditions necessary to protect public health and welfare and 

the environment. 

Having considered the administrative record, including all post-hearing submittals 

and the Hearing Officer’s Report; and being otherwise fully advised regarding this 

matter; 

The Secretary hereby DENIES the permit application for the reason that the 

record lacks support for the determination that the facility is not subject to 20.2.74 

NMAC-Prevention of Significant Deterioration, based solely on its use of natural gas to 

start the boiler.  See the transcript at pages 292, 316-318, and 350-351.   



The plant will burn natural gas for up to 8 hours each time it starts up.  Natural 

gas is a fossil fuel, and thus the plant appears to be a listed PSD source under 

20.2.74.501.F, fossil fuel boilers (or combinations thereof) totaling more than 250 million 

BTU/hr heat input; and 20.2.74.7.AF, “major stationary source,” as a stationary source 

listed in Section 501 that emits or has the potential to emit emissions equal to or greater 

than 100 tons per year of any regulated new source review pollutant.  

More information concerning source review coordination is necessary.  Without 

the information required under 20.2.74, no permit can be issued. 

 
 
      

__________________________________ 
RON CURRY, Secretary of Environment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO REVIEW 
 
Pursuant to Section 74-2-7.H, NMSA 1978, any person who participated in this 
permitting action and who is adversely affected by the action may file a petition for 
hearing by the Environmental Improvement Board, c/o Joyce Medina, 1190 St. Francis 
Drive, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502.  The petition shall be made in writing to the Board 
within thirty days from the date notice is given of this action. 
 


