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For Immediate Release                         Contact:  Chuck Hennessee, Environmental Supervisor, or

December 12, 2002                                               Mary Lou LaCasse, Environmental Specialist

                                                                Phone:    (505) 524-6300

State Recalls Meats Purchased from Las Cruces Smokehouse
(Las Cruces, NM) –  The New Mexico Environment Department and Department of Health are asking customers of the Smokehouse Barbeque in Las Cruces to dispose of smoked meats purchased from the restaurant.  Meat purchased after early November may be contaminated with Salmonella and should be discarded.

Smokehouse Barbeque, located at 3920 W. Picacho in Las Cruces, was ordered to discontinue all food service operations after having its food service permit suspended.  The New Mexico Environment Department inspected the restaurant on December 11, following indications of illness due to Salmonella from food purchased at the restaurant.  The permit was suspended at that time pursuant to provisions of the New Mexico Food Service and Food Processing Regulations.  The restaurant must remain closed until corrective actions are completed and health officials confirm that employees are free of Salmonella.    
Environment Department officials will use a customer list to contact those who purchased smoked meats since mid-November to advise them of the recall.

Consumption of Salmonella-contaminated meat typically causes nausea, diarrhea and vomiting, and can lead to more serious conditions.  Anyone with health concerns about the possible consumption of Salmonella-contaminated meat can contact Environment Department’s Las Cruces office at (505) 524-6300.

The restaurant will be allowed to reopen when further Environment Department inspections, and consultations with public health doctors indicate the facility is safe.  Upon approval, a green “Approved” emblem will be posted on the front door.

For additional information, contact Chuck Hennessee, Environmental Supervisor, or Mary Lou LaCasse, Environmental Specialist, Las Cruces District Office, NMED at (505) 524-6300.
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