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Environment Department and Federal Agencies to Host Open House on Ground Water Quality 

Findings for Homestake Mining Co. Superfund Site 
 
(Santa Fe, NM) — The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED), U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) and the 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission will be holding an informal Open House next week to update 
community members on the results of a groundwater study and the progress of a health assessment. 
 
Agency representatives will be available to discuss the results of the groundwater study and the health 
assessment from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. March 1 and again on March 2 at the Village of Milan 
Recreation Room, Parks and Recreation Building, 409 Airport Road, Milan. 
 
The groundwater study consisted of water sampled from 34 private wells in four subdivisions near the 
Homestake Mining Co. Superfund Site in Milan. NMED conducted the sampling in September 2005 
and mailed the results in December to residents who voluntarily participated in the study. The ATSDR, 
a division of the Centers for Disease Control, is evaluating the results and will develop a health 
assessment based on the findings. 
 
The Open House is designed to provide an opportunity for community members to meet one-on-one 
with agency representatives to discuss their questions and concerns. The meetings will be on a first-
come, first-served basis, or specific meeting times may be scheduled on March 1. There will be no 
formal technical presentations or group question-and-answer periods. 
 
NMED plans a second round of free well water sampling for residents within a mile radius of the 
Superfund Site. Interested residents with private wells should contact Jake Ingram (NMED) at (505) 
827-0039 to have their wells tested. 
 
The first round of well testing found that several constituents exceeded drinking water standards in 
some wells. Uranium concentration levels were above state and federal standards in 21 of the wells, 
selenium levels were above standards in three wells and nitrate exceeded standards in one well. Two 
wells also were found to contain levels that exceeded standards for iron and four that exceed standards 
for lead. NMED recommended to these well owners that they not drink or cook with their well water. 
 
Other constituents of concern, due to the high concentrations detected in some of the wells, are iron, 
lead, sulfate, total dissolved solids, manganese, and chloride. 
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The New Mexico Department of Health (DOH) conducted a health-based toxicity screening for the 
complete set of contaminants, including aluminum, arsenic, barium, cadmium, chromium, cobalt, 
copper, iron, lead, manganese, mercury, molybdenum, nickel, selenium, silver, uranium, vanadium, 
zinc, nitrate and sulfate. DOH reviewed the potential for synergistic or additive effects that might 
result due to exposure to multiple constituents. The assessment determined that there is not a 
significant potential for additive effects from contaminants that were detected below toxicity 
thresholds. 
 
DOH’s conclusions reiterated NMED’s recommendation that well owners with uranium, sulfate, 
nitrate, iron and lead concentration levels that exceed EPA’s health-based standards should not drink 
the water. 
 
Residents with questions or concerns about DOH’s health assessment can call the Environmental 
Health Epidemiology Bureau at (888) 878-8992. For more information, contact Adam Rankin, NMED 
Communications Director, at (505) 827-0314. 
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