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Environment Department Issues Notice of Violation to Los Alamos  
National Laboratory for Violating Lab Cleanup Order 

     
(Santa Fe, NM) ─ The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) issued a Notice of Violation 

on Wednesday to the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) and Los Alamos National Security, LLC, for 

violating the Order on Consent that specifies cleanup requirements at Los Alamos National 

Laboratory. In its Notice, NMED alleges that the laboratory and DOE disposed of potentially 

hazardous waste in a municipal landfill, contrary to the requirements in the NMED-approved 

workplan. 

 

DOE disposed of more than 20 tons of waste in the Los Alamos County’s municipal landfill in 

November 2005 that had been removed in the cleanup of the Ash Pile site near Los Alamos County 

Airport. NMED issued the Notice of Violation because the approved workplan specified that the 

cleanup waste would be disposed of at a landfill in Utah specially designed to accept hazardous and 

radioactive waste.  

 

“NMED-approved workplans are designed to protect the environment and the public health and safety 

of New Mexicans, especially the laboratory’s neighbors in Los Alamos and White Rock,” NMED 

Secretary Ron Curry said. “DOE and LANL agreed to abide by all NMED-approved workplans when 

they signed the Consent Order. This Notice of Violation underscores the importance NMED ascribes 

to cleanup workplans and the approval process agreed to in the fence-to-fence cleanup Order. My hope 

is that the new Lab managers institute systems that ensure cleanup sticks to the approved workplans.”  
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NMED approved DOE’s workplan in September 2005 for cleanup of the contaminated site near the 

Los Alamos County Airport. The site, known as the Incinerator Ash Pile, contained an incinerator that 

was used through the 1950s to destroy laboratory documents and refuse.  

 

Sampling of the resulting ash revealed the presence of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), dioxins and 

furans (degradation products of the combustion of PCBs), and metals such as lead and cadmium in the 

ash. The site was slated for cleanup in the historic Order on Consent, signed in March 2005. Because 

the ash was in contact with other debris at the site, such as metal cans and construction materials, 

NMED required in its approval letter that all debris be handled in the same manner as the ash. The 

debris was therefore prohibited from being disposed of in a conventional municipal landfill. 

 

NMED’s NOV was accompanied by a proposed penalty for settlement purposes. The maximum 

penalty under the State Hazardous Waste Act for this violation is $125,000. 

 

For more information, contact Adam Rankin, NMED Communications Director, at (505) 827-0314. 
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