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New Mexico Environment Department Cracks Down On Liquid Waste Violator 
 

(Santa Fe, NM) – On April 15, the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) received an $11,500 

civil penalty from a Farmington land developer for violations of the New Mexico Liquid Waste Disposal 

Regulations.   

 

The Constar Company was assessed this penalty for installing 115 septic systems in the Bluffview Valley 

Subdivison in Farmington without first acquiring permits. The Constar Company cooperated fully with the 

Department. Constar has paid the permit fee for each septic system that had been installed and obtained 

permits for each from the Environment Department.  On-site inspections by NMED revealed that the 

design and construction of the systems conformed to the regulations. 

 

“Discharge from liquid waste systems is the number one source of contamination to ground water in New 

Mexico,” said Tom Skibitski, Manager of the Department’s District Office in Albuquerque.  “Untreated 

sewage also contains disease-causing bacteria, which can threaten human health.  The Liquid Waste 

Disposal Regulations are crucial in protecting New Mexico’s groundwater, and the health and safety of 

residents from improperly disposed liquid waste.  Obtaining a permit from NMED, as required by these 

regulations, before installing a liquid waste system is important to ensure that the system is properly 

designed for the site,” he added.   

 

 For more information, contact Tom Skibitsky, Manager, Albuquerque District, NMED, at (505) 841-9450, 

or Cathy Tyson, Communications Director, NMED at (505) 827-0314. 

### 

 
 


