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Environment Department to Monitor Air Quality around New Mexico during Tour with 

Mobile Monitoring Trailer 
 

(Santa Fe, NM) The New Mexico Environment Department – which recently built a mobile air monitoring 
trailer that can detect air quality levels– began a 12-stop tour of the state recently to test air quality and inform 
residents of conditions in their surroundings. The vehicle, which is at New Mexico Department of 
Transportation’s District 5 headquarters on Cerrillos Road in Santa Fe, will be at that location between today 
and Monday.  
 
NMED staff will drive the trailer – hitched to a truck -- from now until April to New Mexico Department of 
Transportation yards in Questa, Raton, Las Vegas, Clovis, Roswell, Artesia, Silver City, Socorro, Belen, 
Gallup and Farmington. Air quality will be monitored at those locations. Data collected at each site is posted 
to the Department’s Air Monitoring website at http://air.state.nm.us.  
 
“This equipment, in addition to the 23 air quality monitoring stations we have around the state, will help us 
enhance our ability to detect conditions so we can offer more information to residents about the quality of the 
air they breathe,” said NMED Secretary Ron Curry. “The equipment will also enable NMED’s expertly 
qualified air monitoring specialists to quickly test air quality during unexpected events like wildfires, which 
create poor air conditions.” 
 
The equipment can detect wind speed, wind direction, particulate matter, ozone, sulfur dioxide, carbon 
monoxide, and nitrogen dioxide and other oxides of nitrogen. New Mexico’s air quality, which is generally 
good, is poorer in locations such as the four corners area. That segment of the state has a cluster of oil and gas 
facilities and power plants where toxins are emitted into the atmosphere from industrial operations. Although 
NMED owned the empty trailer since the 1990s, the program stalled until Secretary Curry committed 
$100,000 from NMED’s air permit fee revenues to install monitoring and communications equipment into the 
trailer. In addition to 23 stationary air monitoring sites it has around the state, NMED also installed new 
stationary monitoring sites in Los Lunas and Deming. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency money helped 
pay for the Deming equipment. Air quality information from data collected from those sites is also posted at 
http://air.state.nm.us.  
 
For more information, call Marissa Stone, NMED Communications Director at (505) 827-0314 or (505) 231-
0475. 
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