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Environment Department Issues Compliance Order and Penalty of $36,000 to Helena 
Chemical for Liquid Fertilizer Spill 

 
 (Santa Fe, NM) –The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) issued a Compliance Order and a penalty of 
$36,000 to Helena Chemical Co. Thursday for failing to notify the department when fertilizer spilled from a company-
owned tank onto a county road in Mesquite on Sept. 29. 
 
A farmer -- who bought 500 gallons of liquid fertilizer from the company that day -- was driving his truck that carried 
the company-owned tank containing the fertilizer when the tank ruptured. The fertilizer spilled onto a county road 
beyond Helena’s boundaries. 
 
“Helena Chemical disregarded known notification requirements by not reporting the spill,” said New Mexico 
Environment Department Secretary Ron Curry. “The company should have been more responsible in reporting this 
considering they are operating under an NMED-approved abatement plan for similar fertilizer spills that resulted in 
groundwater contamination.” 
 
The farmer was carrying UCAN C-17 Solution fertilizer when he stopped the truck at a stop sign. The fertilizer shifted 
in the tank and the tank ruptured. The fertilizer, which flowed onto the road and into a nearby resident’s driveway and 
front yard, killed grass in the front yard. The fertilizer, which contains nitrate and ammonia, is potentially harmful to 
people and the environment. 
 
Members of the community notified NMED of the spill Oct. 11. The company called NMED to report the spill that day 
also. The order states the company must determine why the tank ruptured and report that information to NMED within 
30 days of receiving the order. Helena must also explain to the department precautions it will take in the future to 
prevent such a spill from occurring from the tank and other tanks it owns. 
 
Helena violated state Water Quality Control Commission Regulations by not verbally reporting the spill to NMED 
within 24 hours of the incident, by not filing a written report of the incident within a week and by not filing a written 
corrective action plan within 15 days of the spill. 
 
The maximum civil penalty for violating any regulations of water quality standards is $10,000 a day. NMED fined 
Helena $14,000 for failing to verbally notify the department of the spill, $15,000 for failing to send written notification 
to NMED within a week of the discharge, and $7,000 for failing to provide a written report to the department detailing 
corrective actions concerning the spill. 
 
For more information, call NMED Communications Director Marissa Stone at (505) 827-0314 or (505) 231-0475.  
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