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Environment Department Urges Residents to Test Homes and Businesses for the 

Detection of Deadly Radon Gas  
 
 (Santa Fe, NM) – Many residents in New Mexico and the U.S. are unaware that a naturally occurring 
radioactive gas that could be filtering into their homes from the soil is considered the second leading cause of 
lung cancer in the U.S. 
 
About 20,000 lung cancer deaths annually in the U.S. – seven times the estimated deaths caused by exposure 
to secondhand smoke – are thought to be the result of radon. The New Mexico Environment Department in 
cooperation with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency designated January 2007 as Radon Action Month 
to raise awareness about the deadly gas. 
 
“Because radon is invisible and odorless it often goes undetected,” said NMED Secretary Ron Curry. “I urge 
residents to make it a priority to test their homes and businesses for this deadly gas. The health of New 
Mexico residents is our priority and we will do everything possible to help citizens with this issue.” 
 
Radon results from the radioactive decay of uranium, which exists in most soils. Radon enters homes and 
buildings from soil through basements, crawlspaces and cracks in foundations. The gas can also be present in 
drinking water. The breakdown of radon releases alpha, beta and gamma radiations that can damage lungs 
when inhaled.  
 
NMED has free radon test kits available for people who share their test results with the department and 
participate in a statewide radon survey (call Michael A. Taylor, NMED Indoor Radon Outreach Coordinator at 
(505) 827-1093). Residents can also buy those test kits for less than $25 at hardware and home improvement 
stores. The tests are also available on the Internet from the National Safety Council 
(www.nsc.org/issues/radon/ or 800-557-2366). Qualified contractors can fix radon leaks and new homes can 
be built to keep the gas out. For more information on radon testing, mitigation and radon-resistant building 
construction, call Michael Taylor at (505) 827-1093. More information is also available on NMED’s Web site 
at http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/nmrcb/radon.html or EPA’s Web site at http://www.epa.gov/radon. Video 
and print public service announcements for the news media are available http://www.epapsa.com/newradon/. 
 
For more information contact Marissa Stone, NMED Communications Director, at (505) 827-0314 or (505) 
231-0475. 
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