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Environment Department Issues Compliance Order and $76,800 Civil Penalty to San Geronimo Land 

Grant Association in San Miguel County for Illegal Dumping  
 
(Santa Fe, NM) – The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) recently issued a Compliance Order and 
assessed a penalty of $76,800 to San Geronimo Land Grant Association for illegal dumping of several hundred cubic 
yards of garbage in an arroyo on grant property.  
 
The order, which NMED issued Sept. 12, contends members of the grant allowed the dumping of construction debris, 
scrap metal, old cars and household waste for several years on grant property in San Miguel County. The illegal dump 
stretches about a fourth of a mile. 
 
“Illegal dumping is a chronic problem in New Mexico that mars the beauty of the land and poses water contamination 
problems,” said New Mexico Environment Department Secretary Ron Curry. “Land grants have strong traditional ties to 
the land. We will work with the San Geronimo Land Grant to address this issue and ensure the water is protected." 
 
Members of the association, who have 30 days from Sept. 12 to respond to the order, may request a public hearing. 
 
The New Mexico Solid Waste Act and Solid Waste Management Regulations require solid waste to be disposed of at 
permitted solid waste facilities.  
 
For more information, call Marissa Stone, NMED Communications Director at (505) 827-0314 or (505) 231-0475. 
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