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New Inventory Data Shows State of New Mexico Reduced its Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions Steadily Under Governor Richardson  

 
Public Meeting on Climate Change Scheduled for Tuesday in Santa Fe 

 
(Santa Fe) -- A new inventory conducted by an environmental consulting firm shows the State of New 
Mexico reduced its greenhouse gas emissions from state buildings and vehicles by 2,000 metric tons 
since Governor Bill Richardson took office in 2003. This is the first decline in greenhouse gas 
emissions from state government buildings and vehicles since 1999 
 
 The inventory is required as part of the state’s membership in the Chicago Climate Exchange, a 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reduction and trading program. New Mexico was the first state to 
participate in CCX after Gov. Bill Richardson signed a commitment letter in September, 2005.   
 
“This is a modest start, but it shows that we are committed to reversing a trend that has been many 
years in the making,” Governor Bill Richardson said. “We have a responsibility to act now and take 
action before it is too late. That’s why I am leading New Mexico to combat climate change, reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and conserve energy.” 
 
The state’s membership in the Chicago Climate Exchange complements other efforts Governor 
Richardson implemented to reduce greenhouse gases on a broader scale.   In June 2005, Gov. 
Richardson signed an Executive Order that mandates the formation of the Climate Change Advisory 
Counsel to make recommendations by December 2006 on statewide GHG emissions. The group is 
developing recommendations to reduce New Mexico’s total GHG emissions to 2000 levels by 2012, 
10 percent below those levels by 2020 and 75 percent below 2000 levels by 2050.  
 
The group will hold its fifth meeting from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday Aug. 8 at Santa Fe 
Community College. The public is welcome to attend. 
 
New Mexico’s emission reductions to date are the equivalent of taking 433 cars off the road. The state 
must continue to reduce those emissions by 9,000 tons of carbon dioxide by the end of this year to 
reach Chicago Climate Exchange GHG emission targets for state government.  
 
“Our membership in CCX is another step in making sure New Mexico is environmentally 
conscientious,” New Mexico Environment Department Secretary Ron Curry said. “Our membership in 

                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         BILL RICHARDSON 
                                 GOVERNOR 

Office of the Secretary 
Harold Runnels Building 

1190 St. Francis Drive, P.O. Box 26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502-6110 

Telephone (505) 827-2855 
Fax (505) 827-2836 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
               RON CURRY 
                     SECRETARY 
                 
DERRITH WATCHMAN-MOORE 
             DEPUTY SECRETARY 

 
 



CCX makes us accountable for our carbon emissions and shows others how they can join the fight 
against global warming. According to a recent L.A. Times poll, 78 percent of the public thinks the 
government must do more to address global warming. We are doing that.” 
 
State government’s main sources of GHG are energy usage in state buildings and emissions from state 
vehicles. Between 1999 and the end of 2002, emissions from state buildings and vehicles increased by 
about 11,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide. That’s the equivalent of adding 2,381 cars to state roads.  
 
New Mexico’s membership in CCX legally requires the state to reduce emissions by 4 percent by the 
end of the year for the Sate’s membership in Phase I of the program.  The State is considering joining 
Phase II of CCX which requires an additional 2 % emission reduction by the end of 2010.  Estimates 
show New Mexico will save approximately $2.8 million annually if the State meets the 2010 reduction 
target through improved energy efficiency in state buildings.  
 
If a member of CCX can’t reach its emissions reduction targets, it can buy carbon credits from the 
exchange to offset emissions. New Mexico expects to purchase credits initially to offset past emissions 
it incurred it joined the program. Credits on the Chicago Climate Exchange trade for about $4 per 
metric ton of carbon dioxide (CO2) equivalent.   
 
Members of CCX include IBM, DuPont, Ford and the cities of Chicago, Oakland and Boulder.  
 
For more information about the state’s efforts to combat climate change, visit 
www.nmclimatechange.us/ and on the CCX Web site at www.chicagoclimateexchange.com. 
 
Scientific data indicates that climate change could have a severe impact on New Mexico. A warmer 
New Mexico would create conditions including reduced water supplies, shorter and warmer winters 
with winter precipitation falling as rain, earlier snowmelts, greater water loss due to evaporation and 
more wildfires. 
 
For more information, contact Marissa Stone, NMED Communications Director, at (505) 827-0314 or 
231-0475. 
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