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Environment Department Approves Emergency Refuse Disposal Plan for Clovis and 

Curry County after Tornadoes 
 

(Santa Fe, NM) ─ New Mexico Environment Department Secretary Ron Curry approved an emergency 
disposal plan for Clovis and parts of Curry County that will allow city and county residents to discard debris 
generated by tornadoes that hit the area last month.  
 
The city and county can dispose of waste, including debris containing asbestos, for 30 days at the Clovis 
Landfill. 
 
“This plan will allow people in affected parts of the county to clear roads and other areas from garbage that 
could harm the health of residents and the environment,” said New Mexico Environment Department 
Secretary Ron Curry. “The opening of the landfill to asbestos-containing waste enables residents to dispose of 
waste instead of burning it.” 
 
Some residents burned debris after the tornado, which could have been harmful to the health of citizens. 
 
The authorization, which allows the disposal of 10,000 tons of garbage, will expire May 2. Only refuse 
generated in the storm can be disposed of at the landfill. The authorization does not allow residents to dispose 
of regulated asbestos wastes that were not generated by the tornadoes. Garbage from the tornado is being 
disposed within the southwest portion of Cell 3.  That cell is lined in conformance with the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act and state Solid Waste Management Regulations.  
 
About 300 homes and other structures in Clovis and parts of Curry County were damaged by tornadoes that 
hit the area March 23. Governor Richardson declared Curry County a disaster area because of the damage 
created by the tornadoes. FEMA approved federal relief funding for Curry and Quay counties after President 
Bush also declared the county a major disaster area.  
 
For more information, call NMED Communications Director Marissa Stone at (505) 827-0314 or (505) 231-
0475. 
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