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Environment Department Developing Permit to Protect Wildlife at Chamisa Hills 

(Santa Fe, NM) – The New Mexico Environment Department’s Ground Water Quality Bureau is developing a 
groundwater discharge permit to facilitate wildlife protection at Chamisa Hills Country Club in Rio Rancho. 
This will be the first groundwater discharge permit in state history to include wildlife protection measures.  

The department has led a discussion and facilitated meetings with the country club since last summer to stop 
the deaths of ducks in ponds at the club.  

“New Mexico is an animal friendly state and residents care deeply for the welfare of wildlife,” said New 
Mexico Environment Department Secretary Ron Curry. “The Environment Department’s Groundwater 
Quality Bureau is developing a unique permit that will ensure the safety of ducks and other wildlife. This 
permit will serve as a model for other permits across the state to help protect animals.” 

The department has been working since the problem of duck deaths arose to put in place a permit for Chamisa 
Hills that will eradicate problems in the ponds that have resulted in duck deaths from avian botulism. Those 
problems include accumulated sediment, degradation of water quality and varying water levels in the pond. 

The department has facilitated meetings to resolve the issue that have included representatives from the City 
of Rio Rancho and Chamisa Hills and local and other residents. The group, which will meet at 10 a.m. Friday, 
April 20 at Rio Rancho City Hall, discussed recommendations for resolving the issue and participated in the 
development of the draft permit. That meeting is open to the public. 

The department anticipates issuing a draft permit for public comment by the end of the month provided 
Chamisa Hills fulfills its obligations under the permitting process.  

For more information contact Marissa Stone, NMED Communications Director, at (505) 827-0314 or (505) 
231-0475. 
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