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Environment Department Proposes Total Maximum Daily Loads for Rio Puerco and 
San Jose Watersheds 

Public Comment Period Begins Today 

(Santa Fe, NM) The New Mexico Environment Department’s Surface Water Quality Bureau invites the public 
to comment on the draft “total maximum daily load” (TMDL) document for the Rio Puerco and Rio San Jose 
watersheds near Cuba and Grants.  
 
A TMDL is a planning document that establishes specific goals to meet water quality standards in bodies of 
water where pollutant limits are exceeded. It includes current pollution loadings, reduction estimates for 
pollutants, information on probable sources of pollution and suggestions to restore or protect the health of the 
body of water.   
 
Draft TMDLs in this document include:     
 
Nutrients, temperature:  Bluewater Creek (Bluewater Reservoir to headwaters) 
Nutrients, temperature:  Bluewater Creek (non-tribal Rio San Jose to Bluewater Reserve) 
Aluminum: La Jara Creek (perennial reaches above Arroyo San Jose) 
Nutrients, temperature:  Río Moquino (Laguna Pueblo to Seboyettia Creek) 
Aluminum, nutrients: Río Puerco (Arroyo Chijuilla to Northern Boundary Cuba) 
 
The 32-day comment period on this document opens June 5, 2007 and will close July 6, 2007 at 5 p.m. Formal 
comments for inclusion in the public record must be submitted in writing, to Heidi Henderson mailing address 
NMED SWQB, Room N2163, P.O. Box 26110, Santa Fe, NM, 87502; voice: 505-827-2901; fax number 
(505) 827-0160; or e-mail: heidi.henderson@state.nm.us (if possible, please submit an electronic copy in 
addition to paper).  
  
Two public meetings will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. Wednesday, June 20 at the Senior Citizen’s Center, 
off Highway 550 in Cuba and from 1 to 2 p.m. Thursday, June 21 at the County Courthouse, 515 West 
High St., in Grants. 
 
Following the close of the comment period, copies of the draft final document will be mailed to everyone who 
submitted comments by 5 p.m. July 5 and available electronically on the bureau’s website or by contacting the 
bureau at the address above. 



The bureau plans to request approval of the draft final TMDLs at the Water Quality Control Commission’s 
regularly scheduled meeting on Aug. 14. WQCC agendas are available at 
www.nmenv.state.nm.us/wqcc/index.html.  
 
For more information, call Marissa Stone at (505) 827-0314 or (505) 231-0475. 
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