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Environment Department Issues Penalty of $50,000 to Septage Hauler in Alcalde 

 
(Santa Fe, NM) – The New Mexico Environment Department issued a Compliance Order and penalty of 
$50,000 to the owner of a septic tank cleaning business in Alcalde for illegally dumping sewage into an arroyo 
that empties into the Rio Grande. The business owner dumped the waste onto private property. 
 
Jerry Sanchez, who owns S & S Septic, emptied the contents of his septage hauling truck onto private property 
in Alcalde at least two times in 2006. 
 
“Illegal disposal of septage is a problem across New Mexico,” said New Mexico Environment Department 
Secretary Ron Curry. “We pursue these cases aggressively because of the serious threat they pose to New 
Mexico residents and our scarce water resources. We will continue to assess penalties in these cases until 
septage haulers and others who contaminate soil and rivers get the message that they can not pollute New 
Mexico’s environment.” 
 
NMED inspectors visited Sanchez’s residence on Feb. 1, 2006 to conduct a routine inspection and observed 
grayish white septage residue around trees, the driveway near Sanchez’s house and in the arroyo. NMED 
inspectors also received an anonymous complaint Aug. 21, 2006 alerting NMED to illegal dumping at the 
same property. Inspectors obtained a search warrant from the First Judicial District Court in Santa Fe Aug. 24 
and visited the property again. NMED observed and collected evidence that proved sewage was dumped into 
an arroyo and into two steel tanks at the property. 
 
NMED cited S & S Septic for three violations of state Water Quality Control Commission Regulations. The 
first violation involved failing to report the discharge of a contaminant and failing to take corrective action to 
remove the sewage. The second violation was for discharging without a permit. NMED assessed a civil 
penalty of $30,000 for that violation – a penalty of $15,000 a day for the two days the dumping occurred. 
NMED also assessed a penalty of $20,000 for the third violation of discharging septage into a natural water 
course. That violation assessed a penalty of $10,000 a day for the two days the infractions occurred. 
 
The Compliance Order also requires S & S Septic to clean up the area where the sewage was dumped. S & S 
Septic has 30 days to respond to the order and can request a hearing.  
 
Septage contains pathogens that can pose a public health threat and nitrogen compounds that can contaminate 
rivers and ground water.  



 
People who witness illegal dumping can contact their local NMED field office or call the department’s toll-free 
complaint hotline at (866) 428-6535 or visit the Environmental Notification Tracking System Web site at 
www.nmenv.state.nm.us. 

For more information contact Marissa Stone, NMED Communications Director, at (505) 827-0314 or (505) 
231-0475. 
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