
 
March 30, 2006   Contact:  Adam Rankin, NMED Communications Director 
Immediate Release   Phone: (505) 827-0314 
      

Cindy Padilla Named Environment Department’s Acting Deputy Secretary  
 
(Santa Fe, NM) ― Governor Bill Richardson has named Cindy Padilla Acting Deputy Secretary of the 
New Mexico Environment Department (NMED). Padilla was appointed Acting Deputy Secretary 
following the departure of Derrith Watchman-Moore, who resigned on March 20 to seek election to 
the Public Regulatory Commission, District IV. 
 
“I am honored to have the opportunity to work more closely with Secretary Curry and the 
Department’s senior staff to implement Governor Richardson’s environmental initiatives, from 
protecting the state’s water quality to being a national leader in addressing climate change,” Padilla 
said. “I also plan to carry on Derrith’s efforts to promote environmental justice.” 
 
Padilla had been serving as NMED’s Water and Waste Management Division Director since May 2, 
2005, and has 20 years of experience in program management, solid waste, environmental education, 
public outreach, marketing, and grants management. Before being appointed to the Division Director 
position by Governor Richardson, Padilla served as NMED’s Solid Waste Bureau Chief since 2002. 
 
“Cindy’s been a real asset to the Department, working closely with legislators on key Department 
issues and following through on the implementation of important Department programs and policies,” 
Secretary Curry said. “Her willingness to put in the time and effort has made the Department 
stronger.” 
 
Prior to coming to NMED, Padilla was the Field Support Bureau Chief for the State Parks Division of 
the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department, managing the marketing, volunteer, 
concession and recreational trails programs. As a fourth generation New Mexican, Padilla is a graduate 
of Santa Fe’s St. Michael’s High School and received a social science degree from St. Mary’s College 
in Kansas. Padilla has also done graduate work through the University of New Mexico’s College of 
Public Administration. 
 
For further information, contact Adam Rankin, NMED Communications Director, at (505) 827-0314. 
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