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Environment Department Seeks Public Input on Upper Rio Grande Water 
Quality; Meeting to be Held Tuesday, January 25th in Espanola 

 
(Santa Fe, NM) -- The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED), Surface Water Quality Bureau 
(SWQB) is inviting the public to comment on a draft water quality plan for a portion of the Upper Rio 
Grande watershed.  This segment (“Part 2”) is defined as the main stem of the Rio Grande from Pilar 
to Cochiti Reservoir and associated tributaries. The draft includes plans for Embudo Creek (Turbidity 
and Sedimentation/Siltation), Little Tesuque Creek (Chronic Aluminum), Rio Grande (Turbidity), and 
Rio Santa Barbara (Turbidity). 
 
This “total maximum daily load” (TMDL) plan is a document that establishes specific goals for water 
quality conditions. It includes current pollution loadings, reduction estimates for pollutants currently 
exceeding state surface water quality standards, and information on probable sources of pollution that 
need to be addressed to restore or protect the health of the waterbody.  
 
NMED will be taking public comment on this plan for 30 days from January 11 to February 10, 2005. 
Formal comments should be submitted to the SWQB, in writing, to Jennifer Ickes, NMED SWQB, 
Room N2109, P.O. Box 26110, Santa Fe, NM, 87502; fax number (505) 827-0160; or e-mail: 
<jennifer_ickes@nmenv.state.nm.us> (if possible, please submit an electronic copy in addition to 
paper). 
 
Copies of the draft TMDL can be requested from Jennifer Ickes at the address provided above, or by 
calling (505) 827-0101. 
 
A public meeting will also be held to summarize the information and to provide a forum for interested 
parties to ask questions and provide comments. The meeting will be held in Espanola on Tuesday, 
January 25th from 6-7 pm at the City Hall Council Chambers (405 N. Paseo de Onate). Formal 
written comments for inclusion in the public record may be submitted at this meeting as well. 
 
For more information, please contact Michele Mykris, NMED SWQB Outreach Coordinator at (505) 
827-0418 or Jon Goldstein, NMED Communications Director at (505) 827-0314. 
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