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Environment Department Conducts Unannounced Inspection at Wagon Mound Landfill; 
Discovers Unauthorized Medical Waste 

 
(Santa Fe, NM) ― The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) today initiated a two-day, un-
announced waste-screening operation at the Northeastern New Mexico Regional Landfill (NENMRL), 
inspecting solid waste loads arriving at the landfill near the town of Wagon Mound.  
 
In the first hours of the screening, inspectors found un-permitted medical and bio-wastes, including 
syringes, soiled sheets, bloodied medical tubing, and gloves. Some of the waste, disposed of in red 
bags marked as infectious waste, was placed in black plastic bags, giving rise to a concern that there 
was an attempt to conceal the contents. 
 
“Protecting the state’s water quality and public health are two of the Environment Department’s most 
important jobs,” NMED Secretary Ron Curry said. “These unannounced inspections, like the one we 
did in August 2004 at the Camino Real landfill in Sunland Park, are an important deterrent for landfill 
operators, generators of waste and waste haulers who are contemplating shortcuts.” 
 
Two teams of solid waste inspectors and a NMED Occupational Health and Safety Bureau inspector 
were on site at the landfill starting early in the morning, checking to see whether NENMRL’s 
operations are compliant with the state Solid Waste Act, Solid Waste Management Regulations and 
terms of the facility’s permit.  
 
As of noon today, the teams had inspected 10 truckloads. Un-permitted waste was found in two loads. 
The medical waste appears to have originated from the Alta Vista Hospital in Las Vegas, based on 
documentation found with the waste. One load had a single bag of medical waste containing four 
syringes. The second truckload contained more extensive volumes of waste materials. Medical and 
bio-waste can expose landfill workers and the public to blood-borne pathogens. 
 
“Hospitals have a responsibility to properly dispose of their medical and bio-wastes,” Secretary Curry 
said. “It is not only disappointing when they don’t, it is unlawful.” 
 
NENMRL is owned by Northeastern New Mexico Regional Landfill, LLC, and operated by Missouri-
based Herzog Environmental. According to the landfill’s permit, NENMRL is not authorized to accept 
such bio-wastes or regulated hazardous, toxic or special wastes, such as asbestos, ash, petroleum-
contaminated soils, and industrial wastes. In addition to inspections, NMED staff demonstrated to 
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Wagon Mound Landfill Inspection 
 
landfill operators and personnel proper waste screening practices and reviewed whether NMED-
registered waste haulers were carrying and following the necessary contingency plans and cleanup kits, 
as necessary. 
 
The landfill received its 10-year operating permit in March 1997 and was granted approval by NMED 
in January 2000 to accept special wastes. That decision was reversed in 2002 by the New Mexico 
Court of Appeals, which overturned the modification to the permit. In Governor Richardson’s 
administration, NENMRL requested a permit modification to accept special waste in 2003 and 
Secretary Curry denied that request on the basis of insufficient information. 
 
The landfill, as required by state regulation, has submitted its permit renewal application, which 
includes a modification request that would allow the landfill to accept special wastes and expand the 
facility to include a rail transfer site, currently adjacent to the landfill.  
 
For further information, contact Adam Rankin, NMED Communications Director, at (505) 827-0314. 
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