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Deputy Cabinet Secretary Derrith Watchman-Moore Leaves Environment Department 
 
(Santa Fe, NM) ― New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) Deputy Secretary Derrith 
Watchman-Moore has announced her resignation from the Department. Her last day with NMED was 
Monday, March 20. She resigned from her post to seek election to the Public Regulatory 
Commission’s District IV seat, which includes much of the northwestern region of the state. 
 
“Derrith Watchman-Moore’s service has been focused on making New Mexico a cleaner and healthier 
place, especially for our children,” said Governor Richardson. “She brings a diverse viewpoint to the 
table and is a fighter for communities in New Mexico that have been too easily ignored in the past. She 
was also a driving force behind our environmental justice initiative. I wish her all the best.” 
 
“Derrith has been a crucial part of this administration’s efforts to elevate environmental justice issues 
across the state. Her experience, motivation and skill at working with a diverse range of people from 
the private sector to the under-served communities of rural New Mexico will be greatly missed,” 
NMED Secretary Ron Curry said. “I wish her the best of luck in her future pursuits.” 
 
Governor Bill Richardson appointed Watchman-Moore Deputy Cabinet Secretary of NMED in 2003.  
At the time of her appointment as Deputy Cabinet Secretary, Watchman-Moore was the highest-
ranking Native American woman to ever serve in New Mexico state government.  
 
Previously, she served as Executive Director of the Navajo Nation’s Environmental Protection Agency 
and as Chief of Staff to former Nation President Kelsey Begaye. She has a long history of involvement 
with environmental issues from the perspectives of both tribes and private industry, working as an 
environmental and safety engineer for Packard-Hughes Interconnect, a General Motors subsidiary, and 
as Deputy Director for the Pueblo Office of Environmental Protection.  
 
“I feel I accomplished what I was brought into this administration to do,” Deputy Secretary 
Watchman-Moore said. “With my industry background and my understanding of tribal and cultural 
issues, I was able to bring more people to the table, especially those from rural New Mexico, by 
expanding the Department’s efforts to increase public participation through better notification and 
translation into Spanish and native languages. The Environment Department and the state, through 
Governor Richardson’s Executive Order and support, are now incorporating environmental justice 
issues into their policies and regulations.” 
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A graduate of Colorado State University (BS, 1986), Deputy Secretary Watchman-Moore has also 
completed graduate course work at the University of New Mexico in chemical and nuclear 
engineering, hazardous materials management and public administration. She is a Certified Hazardous 
Materials Manager (CHMM) at the Master level. Watchman-Moore is the mother of five children and 
lives on the Navajo Nation in Crystal, New Mexico. 
 
Cindy Padilla, NMED’s Water and Waste Management Division Director, will serve as Deputy 
Secretary on an interim basis. 
 
For further information, contact Adam Rankin, NMED Communications Director, at (505) 827-0314. 
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