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Environment Department Files Lawsuit Against El Paso Electric Co. for Air Quality 
Violations at Electric Power Plant Near Sunland Park 

 
(Santa Fe, NM)—The New Mexico Environment Department filed a lawsuit today in District Court in Santa 
Fe against El Paso Electric Co. of Texas for air quality violations at its Rio Grande Electric Power Generating 
Station near the border of Sunland Park. 
 
The complaint alleges multiple violations of the New Mexico Air Quality Control Act and the air quality 
permit for the facility in Doña Ana County. The department alleges the company violated more than 350 of 
the maximum emission rates for oxides of nitrogen (NOx), carbon monoxide (CO), and sulfur dioxide (SO2), 
set forth in the facility’s permit. 
 
“The company violated air quality regulations designed to protect residents and the environment,” said New 
Mexico Environment Department Secretary Ron Curry. “Doña Ana County is already on the brink of 
exceeding federal air quality standards -- the company’s violations contribute to that problem.” 
 
Pollutants emitted by the facility, including nitrogen oxides, contribute to the formation of ozone and PM2.5. 
Ozone is also a greenhouse gas that contributes to global warming. PM2.5 refers to fine particulate matter, 
having a diameter of less than 2.5 microns (2.5 micrometers).  It can cause a variety of respiratory problems in 
humans, particularly children and the elderly. 
 
The department also alleges that El Paso Electric failed to report the deviations from the maximum emission 
rates, as required by its permit. 
 
The complaint asks the court to assess the maximum civil penalty of $15,000 dollars per day for each 
violation, and to order the company to cease its violations of the Air Quality Control Act and the facility’s air 
quality permit. 
 
For more information, call the Environment Department’s Communications Director Marissa Stone at (505) 
827-0314 or (505) 231-0475. 
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