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Environment Department Issues Revised Draft Hazardous Waste Permit for Los Alamos 

National Laboratory   
NMED Seeks Public Comment on Permit 

 
(Santa Fe, NM) – The New Mexico Environment Department released for public comment this week a revised 
draft hazardous waste facility permit for Los Alamos National Laboratory that governs the lab’s operation of 
26 hazardous waste management units and the closure of three disposal units at the facility. 
 
The department received voluminous comments on the draft permit issued on August 27, 2007. The revised 
draft permit issued this week is a result of nearly a year of addressing those comments through numerous 
meetings with people who requested a public hearing on the 2007 draft permit. That permit is also being 
withdrawn this week. 
 
“The department worked hard to create a revised draft permit that protects human health and the environment 
and makes the lab operate in a safe and transparent manner,” said NMED Deputy Secretary Jon Goldstein. 
“It’s equally important that the revised draft permit will work seamlessly with the fence-to-fence clean up 
order between the state and LANL to ensure the lab’s legacy pollution continues to be addressed.” 
 
That March 1, 2005 Consent Order directs the ongoing environmental cleanup of legacy pollution sites. The 
permit governs required cleanup activities after the order terminates and ensures the current and future safe 
handling and treatment of hazardous waste at the facility. The revised draft permit would also establish 
closure milestones and requirements for the hazardous and radioactive waste landfills at Technical Area 54. 
The U.S. Department of Energy, the owner of LANL, continues to allow the disposal of radioactive waste in 
one of those landfills, which is known as Area G. 
 
Under the revised draft Permit and the Consent Order, DOE would be required to close the disposal areas and 
implement a cleanup plan that would protect human health and the environment. Closure plans for Area G and 
LANL’s other disposal areas would be open for public comment before NMED makes a final decision on the 
permit. The revised draft Permit also requires Los Alamos National Security, LLC (with DOE, the co-operator 
of the facility), as a for-profit entity, to provide financial assurance for the costs of closure of Area G. 
 



The department invites the public to submit written comments on the revised draft permit during a 60-day 
public comment period that began Monday. Members of the public may submit written comments on the 
revised draft Permit, request a public hearing, or both, at any time during the public comment period. After 
considering all written comments received from the public, and after a public hearing (if one is requested), the 
department will issue a final permit. 
 
Both the revised draft Permit and the administrative record may be reviewed by appointment from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday at the Department’s Hazardous Waste Bureau at 2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, 
Building 1, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-6303. Procedures for submitting written comments, requests for a 
public hearing, and a copy of the revised draft Permit are also available at the Department’s Web site:  ( 
www.nmenv.state.nm.us/HWB/lanlperm.html ) under Revised Draft Permit (July 6, 2009). Written comments 
and requests for a public hearing will be accepted until 5 p.m. MDT, September 4, 2009. 
 
For more information, contact Marissa Stone Bardino at (505) 827-0314 or (505) 231-0475.  
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