
January 27, 2009   Contact:  Marissa Stone, NMED (505) 827-0314 
For Immediate Release           or Peter Olson,     DPS (505) 827-3361 
 

NMED, DPS Clean up Hazardous Waste Illegally Dumped in Bernalillo County  
Investigators Search for Those Responsible 

 
(Santa Fe, NM) – The New Mexico Environment Department and the Department of Public Safety have 
begun cleaning up 29 drums of used oil, petroleum products and other contaminants that were illegally 
dumped on the Pajarito Mesa southwest of Albuquerque. 
 
Liquids from the drums, which most likely came from a car repair shop or other automotive business, seeped 
into soils along a dirt road on private property near Isleta Pueblo. A citizen reported the illegal dumping to the 
Department of Public Safety. 
 
“The disposal of the drums along the road has the potential to contaminate soil and harm people or animals 
who may wander near the location,” said New Mexico Environment Department Secretary Ron Curry. “It is 
still unbelievable to me that some people have so little respect for other people, the environment and human 
health. We are fortunate to be able to work with the Department of Public Safety in cleaning up the hazardous 
spill.”  
 
NMED’s contractor, Eberline Services, and its subcontractor, Advanced Environmental Services of New 
Mexico, will conduct the cleanup. AES moved the contaminated drums to its facility. Other work requires the 
removal of about 230 cubic yards of contaminated soil.  
 
DPS used its Orphan Drum Fund to contain the spill and take samples for analysis. NMED will use the 
Hazardous Waste Emergency Fund to remove and dispose of the waste. 
 
The drums were dumped on remote land with no residences or businesses nearby. An initial investigation by 
DPS showed it did not suspect the owners of the property were to blame for the violations, but the 
investigation and search for those responsible is ongoing.  
 
Such crimes carry a penalty of up to $10,000 a day under the state’s Illegal Dumping and Hazardous Waste 
Act. 
 
For more information, call Marissa Stone at (505) 827-0314 or Peter Olson at (505) 827-3361. 


