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Environment Secretary again Denies Discharge Permit for Proposed Parasol Dairy in 

Truth or Consequences 
Dairy Wastewater Discharges Posed Contamination Threat to Percha Creek that Feeds into Rio Grande  

 
(Santa Fe, NM) New Mexico Environment Department Secretary Ron Curry denied for the second time a 
discharge permit for the proposed ParaSol Dairy in Truth or Consequences after the state Water Quality 
Control Commission remanded the permit decision back to the Secretary. 
 
The commission remanded the decision after a hearing on the matter before NMED Hearing Officer Felicia 
Orth for limited additional evidence concerning potential surface water contamination.  

 
Secretary Curry denied the permit for one of the same reasons he failed to grant it in the first place − the 
facility would have been located adjacent to the Percha Creek flood plain that ultimately feeds into Rio 
Grande. Flooding in that area is frequent and ferocious and there is a potential for migration of E. coli to 
contaminate ground and surface water.   
 
The Rio Grande delivers municipal drinking water downstream, provides water for recreational use at Caballo 
Lake and carries irrigation water to farms in New Mexico, Texas and Mexico. The surface water in the 
immediate area currently meets stream standards, while the reach of surface water downstream is already 
impaired, with animal operations a likely source of the contamination.   
 
The dairy’s proximity to Percha Creek poses a threat to surface water that residents rely on for drinking water, 
irrigation water and recreational uses. 
 
Opposition to the groundwater discharge permit had been expressed by hundreds of citizens, dozens of local 
residents, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, and Elephant Butte Irrigation District. New Mexico State Parks 
had also raised concerns about the issuance of the permit.  
 
The applicant, John McCatharn, proposed to discharge up to 8,000 gallons a day of dairy wastewater from the 
dairy off N.M.187, approximately 5 miles southwest of Caballo and two miles from Caballo Lake in Sierra 
County. McCatharn intended to move an existing dairy he owns on the south side of Albuquerque to the 
location adjacent to Percha Creek. 



 
The plan for the proposed dairy was to discharge the dairy wastewater from a milking parlor through a 
gravity-flow channel pipeline to a weeping wall solids separator, then to lined lagoons for evaporation.  
McCatharn’s original proposal included land applying the wastewater but a revised plan removed that 
proposal.  
 
Scientific data from the department shows that more than 65 percent of dairies have polluted the groundwater 
beneath their facilities. The department is working to prepare new dairy regulations for New Mexico that will 
be presented to WQCC in the spring. The dairy industry requested the regulations to provide more certainty in 
its requirements.  
 
The regulations, which are available at  http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/gwb/documents/RevisedDairyRegs.pdf  , 
include setbacks and requirements for protective liners for wastewater storage lagoons and an early warning system 
of sentry wells to monitor and protect underground aquifers from pollution.  

For more information, call Marissa Stone Bardino at (505) 827-0314. 
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