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NMED, NMCF, DOE, LANL Launch Website that Allows Public to View LANL 

Environmental Data Online 
 
(Santa Fe, N.M.) New Mexico Environment Department, New Mexico Community Foundation, the U.S. 
Department of Energy and Los Alamos National Laboratory launched a Web site today that allows residents 
to view environmental data from the lab online from any personal computer. 
 
The online mechanism, RACER, which stands for Risk Analysis, Communication, Evaluation, and Reduction, 
will provide LANL data from before, during and since the Cold War.   
 
“We directed LANL to provide funding for this important project after it failed to disclose in a timely manner 
chromium contamination in the regional aquifer in 2004,” said New Mexico Environment Secretary Ron 
Curry. “I am satisfied that we can give this mechanism to residents of New Mexico so they can be better 
informed about impacts from LANL on their environment.” 
 
"New Mexico Community Foundation has been involved with RACER since its inception, and we are pleased 
to be part of this collaborative effort that has brought RACER to the point of public launch,” said Michael 
Chamberlain, Chief Operating Officer of the New Mexico Community Foundation. “This effort represents a 
significant milestone for communities neighboring LANL to access complex environmental information that 
affects all of us. As it comes online, we expect RACER to have a significant community impact". 
 
“RACER brings together knowledge we have acquired over the past 30 years to help communities, regulators, 
and operators understand the meaning of radioactive materials and chemicals released to the environment by 
facilities,” said President of the Risk Assessment Corp. John Till. “RACER will help all of us make better 
decisions about protecting public health and the environment in the future. We are very proud to have the 
opportunity to carry out this work and appreciate the support we have received from everyone to make 
RACER possible.” 
 
RACER (www.racernm.com) is a process and a set of tools developed in response to community members from 
Los Alamos and surrounding areas who expressed concerns about the environmental impacts from LANL 
operations. Those concerns included impacts from the Cerro Grande Fire.  



The tool is designed to identify concerns and provide input to guide decisions about chemicals and 
radionuclides in the environment around LANL. Two important components of the RACER process are a 
database containing environmental data collected by LANL and NMED and a Data Analysis Tool (DAT). The 
DAT enables users to select data from geographic areas of interest, and to organize, manage, evaluate, and 
map that data on their computers. RACER was developed by Risk Assessment Corporation and NMCF. The 
foundation, as the independent steward for RACER, has worked closely with members of the community, 
New Mexico Pueblos, NMED and LANL to facilitate the online process that will allow access to 
environmental data without submitting formal requests to LANL or NMED. 
 
RACER was initiated after the Cerro Grande Fire because decision makers and the public were not able to 
readily access environmental data from LANL. NMED also pursued the development of the program because 
of LANL’s failure to disclose in a timely manner chromium contamination discovered in 2004 in the regional 
aquifer at Los Alamos. Despite that pollution, drinking water supplies for the citizens of Los Alamos and 
White Rock did not show levels of chromium above drinking water or state standards. NMED wanted 
residents to have access through RACER to environmental data as they are discovered and developing 
compliance related to those discoveries.  
 
For more information, call Marissa Stone at (505) 827-0314 or Denise Gonzales, with NMCF, at (505) 820-
6860. 
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