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Recycling Program at State’s Runnels Building Doubles the Amount of Recyclables 
Diverted from Landfills  

 
(Santa Fe, NM)  Results from a four-month-old recycling program at the state of New Mexico Runnels Building show 
the amount of recyclables diverted from the garbage dumpster ― and ultimately the Caja del Rio landfill — has doubled 
since the building switched to the City of Santa Fe’s collection program.  
 
Recycling increased from about 1.5 tons per month with a previous program to about 3 tons a month with the 
city’s program. The 174,092-square-foot Runnels Building at 1190 St. Francis Dr. in Santa Fe Runnels Building is 
home to the New Mexico Department of Health and the Environment Department (NMED).  
 
“The Environment Department’s efforts show workers can make a big difference in the amount of trash that can be 
removed from landfills by recycling,” said NMED Deputy Secretary Cindy Padilla. “We made a commitment to do as 
much as possible in our every day actions to protect the environment.” 
 
The rewards from recycling range from saving landfill space, conserving natural resources and energy, producing jobs, 
and reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.  According to NMED Environmental Protection Division Director Jim 
Norton, recycling does that in three ways.  Decreased energy demand through recycling feedstocks rather than using 
virgin materials equals fewer fossil fuels burned, resulting in less CO2 emitted to the atmosphere.  Recycling also saves 
trees, which absorb CO2 from the atmosphere and store it in wood. Recycling diverts materials from ending up in the 
landfill, where methane is produced as a result of decomposition.  Recycling in the U.S. in 2005 reduced the GHG 
equivalent to removing over 39.6 million cars from the road per year.  Recycling in New Mexico last year resulted in the 
GHG equivalent to removing 101,657 cars from the road.  
 
The Environment Department used the CINTAS program combined with other drop offs of recyclables before switching 
to the city’s program. Recycled trash includes white office paper, mixed paper (including newspapers, junk mail and 
catalogues), beverage containers and corrugated cardboard.  The City of Santa Fe collects the materials and takes them 
to the Buckman Road Recycling and Transfer Station for processing. The state wants to expand the program to other 
state-owned buildings in Santa Fe because of the success in recycling at Runnels.  
 
For more information about the Runnels recycling program call Jill Holbert at (505) 827-0129 or contact her at 
Jill.Holbert@state.nm.us. For information about the city’s recycling collection services, call the Solid Waste Division at 
(505) 955-2200. 
 
For more information contact Marissa Stone at (505) 827-0314 or (505) 231-0475. 
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