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Environment Department Issues Compliance Order to Santa Fe County for Illegal 
Excavation at Closed Stanley Landfill 

 
(Santa Fe, NM) –The New Mexico Environment Department issued an Administrative Compliance Order with 
a proposed penalty of $5,000 to Santa Fe County for violating state regulations by performing an illegal 
excavation of a portion of the closed Stanley Landfill. That excavation left garbage and other solid waste 
exposed for several days along the edges of the site. 
 
NMED’s Solid Waste Bureau, which received an anonymous tip about the excavation, determined Santa Fe 
County removed approximately 2,348 tons of municipal solid waste from the landfill in September 2008.  
 
“The department requires appropriate notification for excavations to determine whether that work protects the 
environment and nearby residents from impacts related to exposed garbage,” said Environmental Protection 
Division Director Jim Norton. “Santa Fe County – which operates solid waste facilities and performs hauling 
operations – should be aware of solid waste requirements for excavation plans.” 
 
The county violated state Solid Waste Regulations by failing to submit a Waste Excavation Plan to the 
department prior to the excavation. The department requires Waste Excavation Plans for work that exceeds 
120 cubic yards in volume so the department can review plans to ensure safe and timely operations, proper 
disposal of the solid waste, and the use of properly registered commercial haulers. The county also hired two 
commercial haulers who were not properly registered with the state to conduct the excavation. Those 
contractors also face enforcement from the department.  
 
Santa Fe County has 30 days from the receipt of the order on February 23 to acknowledge the violation and 
pay the $5,000 civil penalty, request a public hearing or initiate settlement discussions. 
 
For more information, please call Marissa Stone at (505) 827-0314. 
 

### 


