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Environment Department issues Compliance Order with Penalty of $55,800 to St.
Vincent Hospital for Medical Waste Violations

(Santa Fe, N.M.) The New Mexico Environment Department issued an Administrative Compliance Order with
a penalty of $55,800 to St. Vincent Regional Medical Center in Santa Fe for violating state solid waste
regulations by disposing of infectious medical waste at a local landfill.

The violations stem from inspections by the department’s Solid Waste Bureau that determined the hospital
disposed of infectious waste at the Caja del Rio Landfill in 2007.

“Solid waste regulations are intended to protect residents and landfill workers from the effects of potentially
harmful materials,” said New Mexico Environment Secretary Ron Curry. “St. Vincent violated those
regulations by allowing infectious waste to slip past the appropriate checks at the hospital and be disposed of
at a local landfill.”

The bureau determined during three investigations in August 2007 that three truck loads from the hospital
contained infectious waste. That waste included gauze, bandages, medical equipment, safety attire, bedding,
plastic tubing and syringes contaminated with blood or other potentially infectious substances.

The Solid Waste Act and the New Mexico Solid Waste Rules do not allow the facility to dispose of untreated
infectious waste at landfills. The department previously issued a Notice of Violation to the hospital because of
other violations at the facility in 2006. That year, the bureau found the hospital disposed of 14 truckloads
containing similar regulated medical wastes at the landfill.

The bureau subsequently verified that the hospital complied with conditions in the notice, including revising
management plans and implementing additional inspection procedures to ensure that regulated infectious
waste had been properly segregated from the hospital’s regular trash.

The hospital, which has 30 days to respond to the department, must comply with the order and pay the civil
penalty.

For more information, call Marissa Stone at (505) 827-0314
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