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Environment Secretary Approves $500,000 Loan for Taos County Solid Waste

Department
Money Will Assist County in Centralizing Operations and Initiating a Recycling Program

(Santa Fe, NM) New Mexico Environment Department Secretary Ron Curry approved a $500,000 loan
agreement for Taos County Solid Waste Department that will allow the county to conduct recycling and
centralize its solid waste facility.

The funding will allow the county to construct a new operations and recycling facility adjacent to the Taos
Regional Airport on N.M. 64.

“The money will help Taos County create a recycling area and provide a more functional and centralized
operations facility to house staff and maintain equipment,” said New Mexico Environment Department
Secretary Ron Curry. “The county will also be able to recycle its waste at the facility to help decrease the
amount of solid waste it places in landfills.”

“We are committed to cleaning up illegal dumping sites and expanding our recycling programs all Taos
County transfer stations and through outreach with schools,” said Taos County Solid Waste Director Uvaldo
Olonia, “The county will also place additional recycling bins at all Taos County transfer stations as well as
bins at schools and educate children about the importance of recycling. We have to make it more convenient
for people to recycle.”

Olonia said he worked with Taos County’s recycling committee and NMED’s Solid Waste Bureau to initiate
outreach programs with local schools and businesses to encourage recycling. The county also received a
capital outlay grant of $25,000 last year from the state for the project. In addition, NMED awarded a
Recycling and lllegal Dumping Grant of $20,000 to the county last year to help promote recycling initiatives.
The county’s recycling is limited to tires, brush, oil, antifreeze and some metals. The funding will allow the
county to purchase additional balers to recycle cardboard and paper and bins to sort plastics and glass.

The new agreement provides the county with a three percent interest loan that will amortize over a 20 year
term.



The county has three years to complete the project. The Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Development
Division’s Constructions Programs Bureau will oversee the project. The division was created in 2007 to fund
water and wastewater infrastructure projects. The Rural Infrastructure Revolving Loan Program, which was
created by the state Legislature in 1988, is administered by the bureau to finance solid waste, water and
wastewater system projects.

For more information, call Marissa Stone, NMED Communications Director at (505) 827-0314 or (505) 231-
0475.
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