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NMED Awards $260,000 in Tire Grants to Assist Communities and Solid Waste 
Authorities Statewide in Cleaning Up Illegal Tire Dumps and Recycling Scrap Tires 

 
(Santa Fe, NM)  The New Mexico Environment Department recently awarded more than $260,000 in grants to 
eight communities and solid waste authorities to clean up illegal tire dumps and recycle scrap tires.  
 
The department awarded the 2009 Recycling and Illegal Dumping Grants to Chaves County, De Baca County, 
Hidalgo County, the Town of Estancia, Eight Northern Indian Pueblos Council, Northwestern New Mexico 
Regional Solid Waste Authority, Southwest Solid Waste Authority and the Town of Estancia. 
 
“The money will primarily help communities clean up illegal tire dumps and stockpiles that – in addition to 
sometimes being unsightly – pose serious environmental risks in our state including the potential to cause 
fires,” said New Mexico Environment Department Secretary Ron Curry. “New Mexicans generate two million 
scrap tires each year and unfortunately not all of them are disposed of properly or recycled. The grants help 
tackle those problems.” 
 
Estancia’s project will use asphalt partially made from scrap tires to pave a road. Other projects involve 
cleaning up illegal tire dumps and recycling and baling tires. The department deals with numerous cases 
involving scrap tires that have the potential to cause fires and attract rodents and insects that spread diseases 
including Hantavirus and West Nile Virus. Rain water often collects in scrap tires are creates a breeding 
ground for mosquitoes that carry West Nile Virus and other diseases.  
 
The grants support projects that protect the health and welfare of the environment and residents of New 
Mexico by preventing and abating illegal dumpsites; promote environmentally sound methods for reuse and 
recycling; and encourage economic development, community development and collaboration that promote the 
efficient and sustainable use of resources, sustainable recycling and a cleaner and healthier environment. The 
grant program is authorized under the Recycling and Illegal Dumping rules, which were adopted in December 
2006. 
 
Entities eligible for grant funds include municipalities, counties, tribes, land grant communities, cooperative 
associations and solid waste authorities. The department received 12 applications for the grant funding that 



amounted to $1.3 million in requests. The next grant cycle is scheduled to begin in July and remain open for 
about a month. Winners for the 2010 grant cycle will be announced in August. Those interested in pursuing 
upcoming grant funding should visit the bureau’s Web site at  http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/SWB/  
for details. 
 
For more information about tire grants or the upcoming grant cycle, contact Toni Duggan at (505) 827-0559 
or www.toni.duggan@state.nm.us. For further information, call Marissa Stone at (505) 827-0314. 
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