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(Santa Fe, NM) – The New Mexico Environment Department reached a $110,700 settlement with the U.S. 
Department of Energy Carlsbad Field Office for a violation of its permit at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant. 
That violation related to the acceptance of a drum from Idaho National Laboratory that contained prohibited 
liquids. 
 
“Keeping prohibited liquids out of WIPP is absolutely essential to making sure the repository operates safely 
now and well into the future,” said New Mexico Environment Department Deputy Secretary Jon Goldstein. 
“WIPP must remain vigilant in preventing mistakes like this from happening again.”  
 
The settlement, which involved an errant drum from Idaho National Laboratory, resolves an enforcement 
action the department took against DOE’s Carlsbad Field Office on November 26. This action involved 
violations of DOE’s permit at WIPP, which is a mixed waste and storage facility 26 miles east of Carlsbad.  
 
The settlement concerned an administrative compliance order with a proposed penalty of $110,700 for a 
violation that occurred in June 2007 when DOE accepted a drum with liquid waste from INL for storage and 
disposal at WIPP. The department alleged DOE violated the New Mexico Hazardous Waste act and 
Hazardous Waste Management Regulations by storing and disposing a container without following the written 
waste analysis plan, without the appropriate confirmation process and without meeting waste acceptance 
criteria requirements. 
 
DOE must pay the civil penalty and meet a schedule of compliance with the department for the violations. 
That schedule involves providing the department with a plan to review and confirm that certified overpack 
containers from any waste generator or storage site shipped to WIPP meet conditions in the permit. 
 
WIPP’s permit with the state contains clear prohibitions on the disposal of certain items, including liquids that 
could negatively impact the repository and human health and the environment. WIPP did not discover the 
noncompliant drum until almost three weeks after emplacement at WIPP. Secretary Curry ordered DOE to 
remove the drum August 2. DOE removed the noncompliant drum from WIPP and shipped it back to INL on 
August 17. 
 
The department cited DOE in the past for disposing of improperly characterized waste but this was the first 
time NMED documented the actual disposal of waste containing prohibited items in the repository.   
 



For more information, contact Marissa Stone at (505) 827-0314. 
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