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Environment Department Issues Compliance Order to Texas 
Contractor for Failing to Notify the Department of Work Related to 

Demolition Project at White Sands Missile Range 
 
 
(Santa Fe, NM) -- The New Mexico Environment Department issued a compliance order 
to a Texas demolition contractor for failing to notify the department before conducting 
work related to the demolition of base housing at White Sands Missile Range. The 
demolition was necessary for a new base housing project. 
 
White Sands hired Border Demolition and Environmental Inc. to clean up asbestos waste 
uncovered by another contractor at the demolition site. The company failed to notify the 
department of the work and failed to account for several bags of asbestos waste from the 
project. 
 
“Asbestos waste can pose health threats to landfill workers or others who come in contact 
with it,” said Environmental Protection Division Director Jim Norton. “Managers of 
White Sands Missile Range and contractors of the base were aware of the presence of 
concrete asbestos pipe at the project site and failed to inform the department of that fact 
as required by law.” 
 
People who breathe in high levels of asbestos have an increased risk of lung cancer, 
mesothelioma and asbestiosis. 

State Air Quality regulations require contractors to determine if asbestos is present in 
buildings prior to beginning demolition or renovation work. If asbestos if found, 
contractors must file a demolition/renovation notification form with the department’s Air 
Quality Bureau before beginning the work. 

 



Other contractors hired for the demolition project uncovered water pipes at the project 
that contained asbestos and improperly handled the asbestos piping.  The other 
contractors also unlawfully disposed of some of the asbestos waste at the Corralitos 
Landfill near Las Cruces.   
 
Border Environmental was also responsible for removing the asbestos waste from 
Corralitos Landfill and taking it to Otero/Lincoln County Regional Landfill, which is 
permitted to accept asbestos waste. However, the department determined that waste was 
not accounted for at the Otero/Lincoln County landfill. The department cited Border 
Environmental for failing to account for five bags of asbestos waste that the company 
took from the Corralitos Landfill. 
 
White Sands Missile Range and other contractors on the project will also face 
enforcement actions for failing to provide proper notices and for unlawful handling and 
disposing of the asbestos waste.  
 
The department may fine Border Environmental up to $15,000 per day for failure to file a 
proper notice and up to $5,000 per day for solid waste violations for failing to account for 
the asbestos.  A specific fine has not yet been determined. 
 
For more information call Marissa Stone at (505) 827-0314. 
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