
 
Spray Guns:  
Try to get the highest transfer efficiency when you apply coatings – this is the best way to reduce your paint 
usage and save money!  Apply coatings with a high volume, low pressure (HVLP) spray gun, or other high 
transfer efficiency spray gun. 
  
Paint Booths:   
Apply all spray-applied coatings in a preparation station or spray booth.  Prep stations and spray booths 
should be fully enclosed with a full roof and four complete walls or complete side curtains. They must be 
ventilated at negative pressure so that air is drawn into any openings in the booth walls or prep station cur-
tains. 

 
The exhaust from the prep station or spray booth should be fitted with filters demonstrated to achieve at least 
98 percent filter efficiency of paint overspray.  This will prevent paint spray from leaving your facility, which 
could potentially cause problems for yourself, employees, or neighbors. 
 
Spray Gun Cleaning:   
Spray guns should be cleaned in an enclosed spray gun cleaner or by cleaning the disassembled gun parts by 
hand.  No spray gun cleaning should be performed by spraying solvent through the gun, creating an atomized 
mist.  This will reduce indoor solvent fumes, reduce solvent use, and create a better working environment for 
your employees.  
 
Training:   
All painters that spray-apply coatings should be trained in techniques to minimize paint overspray.  Training 
has been shown to be the most effective way to minimize paint usage while maximizing coating quality and 
profits. 
 
Training should address the following topics to reduce coating overspray and emissions:  
 

• Spray gun equipment selection, set up, and operation, including measuring coating viscosity, selecting 
the proper fluid tip or nozzle, and achieving the proper spray pattern, air pressure and volume, and 
fluid delivery rate;  

 
• Spray technique for different types of coatings to improve transfer efficiency and minimize coating 

usage and overspray, including maintaining the correct spray gun distance and angle to the part, using 
proper banding and overlap, and reducing lead and lag spraying at the beginning and end of each 
stroke;  

 
• Routine spray booth and filter maintenance, including filter selection and installation; and 
 
• Environmental compliance with any state or federal regulation that may affect your business. 

 
 

For more information please visit the Small Business Assistance website: www.nmenv.state.nm.us/aqb/sbap 
Or the Pollution Prevention website: www.nmenv.state.nm.us/P2  

  New Mexico Environment Department 
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