






Universal Waste Systems, Inc. UWS Air Curtain Incinerator Facility March 2025 Revision #0 

Form Revision: 4/1/2021 Section 1, Page 1 Printed: 5/9/2025 
 

Mail Application To: 
 
New Mexico Environment Department 
Air Quality Bureau 
Permits Section 
525 Camino de los Marquez, Suite 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, 87505 
 
Phone: (505) 476-4300 
Fax:     (505) 476-4375 
www.env.nm.gov/aqb  

For Department use only: 
 

Universal Air Quality Permit Application  
Use this application for NOI, NSR, or Title V sources. 

Use this application for: the initial application, modifications, technical revisions, and renewals.  For technical revisions, complete 
Sections, 1-A, 1-B, 2-E, 3, 9 and any other sections that are relevant to the requested action; coordination with the Air Quality 
Bureau permit staff prior to submittal is encouraged to clarify submittal requirements and to determine if more or less than these 
sections of the application are needed.  Use this application for streamline permits as well.   

This application is submitted as (check all that apply):   � Request for a No Permit Required Determination (no fee) 
� Updating an application currently under NMED review.  Include this page and all pages that are being updated (no fee required). 
Construction Status:      Not Constructed       � Existing Permitted (or NOI) Facility     Existing Non-permitted (or NOI) Facility     
Minor Source:     �  a NOI 20.2.73 NMAC    20.2.72 NMAC application or revision  � 20.2.72.300 NMAC Streamline application     
Title V Source:  � Title V (new)   � Title V renewal   � TV minor mod.  � TV significant mod.     TV Acid Rain: � New � Renewal 
PSD Major Source:    � PSD major source (new)    � minor modification to a PSD source     � a PSD major modification 

Acknowledgements:     
 I acknowledge that a pre-application meeting is available to me upon request. �  Title V Operating, Title IV Acid Rain, and NPR 
applications have no fees. 
 $500 NSR application Filing Fee enclosed OR  � The full permit fee associated with 10 fee points (required w/ streamline 
applications).   
  Check No.:       in the amount of $500.00 Filing     
  I acknowledge the required submittal format for the hard copy application is printed double sided ‘head-to-toe’, 2-hole punched 
(except the Sect. 2 landscape tables is printed ‘head-to-head’), numbered tab separators. Incl. a copy of the check on a separate page. 
  I acknowledge there is an annual fee for permits in addition to the permit review fee: www.env.nm.gov/air-quality/permit-fees-2/.  
�  This facility qualifies for the small business fee reduction per 20.2.75.11.C. NMAC. The full $500.00 filing fee is included with this 
application and I understand the fee reduction will be calculated in the balance due invoice. The Small Business Certification Form has 
been previously submitted or is included with this application. (Small Business Environmental Assistance Program Information:  
www.env.nm.gov/air-quality/small-biz-eap-2/.) 
Citation:  Please provide the low level citation under which this application is being submitted:   20.2.72.200.A  NMAC  
(e.g. application for a new minor source would be 20.2.72.200.A NMAC, one example for a Technical Permit Revision is 
20.2.72.219.B.1.b NMAC, a Title V acid rain application would be:  20.2.70.200.C NMAC)  

Section 1 – Facility Information 

Section 1-A:  Company Information 
AI # if known (see 1st 
3 to 5 #s of permit 
IDEA ID No.): 

Updating 
Permit/NOI #: 

1 
Facility Name:  
 
UWS Air Curtain Incinerator Facility 

Plant primary SIC Code (4 digits): 4953 

Plant NAIC code (6 digits): 562213 

a Facility Street Address (If no facility street address, provide directions from a prominent landmark): 
26440 US 70, Ruidoso Downs, NM 88346 

2 Plant Operator Company Name: Universal Waste Systems, Inc. Phone/Fax: (575) 378-1091 

a Plant Operator Address: 1096 Mecham Dr., Suite 103, Ruidoso, NM 88345 

b Plant Operator's New Mexico Corporate ID or Tax ID: 03-394506-003 

http://www.env.nm.gov/air-quality/permitting-section-home-page/
http://www.env.nm.gov/air-quality/permit-fees-2/
http://www.env.nm.gov/air-quality/small-biz-eap-2/






















Universal Waste Systems, Inc.       UWS Air Curtain Incinerator Facility    March 2025  Revision #0 

UA3 Form Revision: 6/14/19 Section 3, Page 1
Saved Date: 5/9/2025 

Section 3 
Application Summary 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Application Summary shall include a brief description of the facility and its process, the type of permit application, the 
applicable regulation (i.e. 20.2.72.200.A.X, or 20.2.73 NMAC) under which the application is being submitted, and any air 
quality permit numbers associated with this site.  If this facility is to be collocated with another facility, provide details of the 
other facility including permit number(s).  In case of a revision or modification to a facility, provide the lowest level regulatory 
citation (i.e. 20.2.72.219.B.1.d NMAC) under which the revision or modification is being requested.  Also describe the proposed 
changes from the original permit, how the proposed modification will affect the facility’s operations and emissions, de-
bottlenecking impacts, and changes to the facility’s major/minor status (both PSD & Title V). 

The Process Summary shall include a brief description of the facility and its processes. 

Startup, Shutdown, and Maintenance (SSM) routine or predictable emissions: Provide an overview of how SSM 
emissions are accounted for in this application.  Refer to "Guidance for Submittal of Startup, Shutdown, Maintenance 
Emissions in Permit Applications (http://www.env.nm.gov/aqb/permit/app_form.html) for more detailed instructions on SSM 
emissions. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Universal Waste Systems, Inc. (UWS) operates a composting facility located at 26440 US 70, Ruidoso Downs, NM 88346. The 
facility is actively involved with the Lincoln County Fire Disaster Response which requires the installation and operation of an 
Air Curtain Incinerator (ACI). A pile of any combination of clean lumber, wood waste, and yard waste is loaded into the ACI 
and is ignited. Within 30 minutes, the fire is strong and the air curtain is engaged.  The air curtain runs continuously during steady 
state operation, and the material is loaded at a rate consistent with the rate of burn. The maximum throughput for the S223 ACI 
located at this site is 9 tons per hour.  The ACI can burn for a maximum of 22 hours. One hours is needed to cool off the unit and 
one hour to remove ashes from the chamber. This equals a maximum of 207 tons per day wood waste burned. Air pollutants and 
ash waste are products of this process. 

The ACI will be used to burn only wood waste (clean/untreated). 

Wood waste means untreated wood and untreated wood products, including tree stumps, burned trees from the Lincoln County 
wildfire, tree limbs, trees, bark, sawdust, chips, scraps, slabs, millings, and shavings.  Wood waste does not include:  

1. Grass, grass clippings, bushes, shrubs, and clippings from bushes and shrubs from residential, commercial/retail,
institutional, or industrial sources as part of maintaining yards or other private or public lands.

2. Construction, renovation, or demolition wastes.
3. Clean lumber.
4. Treated wood and treated wood products, including wood products that have been painted, pigment-stained, or pressure

treated by compounds such as chromate copper arsenate, pentachlorophenol, and creosote, or manufactured wood
products that contain adhesives or resins (plywood, particle board, and oriented strand board).

Emissions associated with start-up, shutdown or maintenance do not differ from emissions associated with normal operation. 

This unit currently operates according to NMED’s GOP for ACIs.  A GOP for ACIs application was submitted to NMED on 
10/23/2024 and a start of operation form was submitted on 10/28/2024.  
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