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The modeling workgroup of the Four Corners AQTF met on February 8th during the 
Durango AQTF meeting.  The members reviewed the language in the charter and agreed 
that the current version was acceptable. The group also reviewed the Guiding Principles 
document and felt that it was also acceptable, but recommended rewording the item 
entitled "Best Available Control Technology" so that would not be confused with the 
BACT regulatory program. 
 
The group discussed the schedule for future workgroup calls and meetings. It was 
decided that the second Thursday morning of the month (10 AM) would be the best time 
for workgroup conference calls, and the second Monday of the month (2 PM) was 
suggested as a backup date. The first call will be on Thursday March 9th at 10 AM.  Mike 
will set up a conference line.  For future meeting locations it was the preference of 
most of the group that future meetings occur in Denver or Santa Fe (or Albuquerque) 
given the small size of the group and the fact that most of the members are from the 
Denver area.  Members from other locations felt that travel time and costs would be 
minimized by having at least some of the meetings in the larger cities.  It was suggested 
the perhaps half of the time the modeling group meeting would coincide with the full 
AQTF meeting and other times the modelers could meet separately. 
 
The first call on March 9th will involve emission inventory issues as the group felt they 
needed a greater understanding of the work currently in progress. It was noted that 
WRAP had recently completed a comprehensive oil and gas emission inventory and we 
will attempt to set up discussions with WRAP’s emissions inventory contractor (Environ) 
for the call. There is not much time left to influence the inventories used in WRAP’s next 
round of regional haze modeling because the States need the results quickly in order meet 
their SIP planning deadlines. There are a number of efforts underway by various groups 
(WRAP, DOE, industry) to characterize oil and gas emissions in the Four Corners.  The 
group felt that they needed more information on these efforts and how they fit into the 
overall Task Force efforts and goals. The group discussed how the multiple technical 
analyses currently underway should be prioritized.  Many felt that while efforts to 
improve baseline emissions inventories may be useful, the AQTF should not become 
obsessed with developing a perfect baseline inventory.  Recent monitoring and modeling 
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results suggest that air quality and AQRVs in the region may degrade given the projected 
growth rates, therefore a high priority should be given to efforts to develop and evaluate 
the effectiveness of potential control strategies. 
 
Next Steps of Modeling Group 
      Refine Priorities (update Chuck’s modeling protocol in view of recently completed 
analyses) 
      Understand Work in Progress (New emissions information, DOE efforts, WRAP 
modeling results, GIANT/PSD increment protocol, etc) 
      Develop New Protocol (Focus on using and possibly supplementing existing efforts 
rather than developing original work products. Look into Acid Deposition, Hg, PSD 
increment and NAAQS, as well as visibility and haze issues) 
 


