Four Corners Air Quality Task Force

Monitoring Workgroup

Draft Workplan, July 24, 2006

Background

The charter for the monitoring workgroup is as follows: 
“The monitoring workgroup will review information provided on existing monitoring networks, and then identify data gaps and options for additional monitoring in cooperation with the other work groups. A gap analysis and trends analysis will be the basis for identifying options for additional monitoring. The monitoring workgroup will identify potential funding sources and develop a holistic monitoring strategic plan for the region.”

Specific Tasks:
1) Identify existing monitoring networks located in the Four Corners study area.  Review information provided by these networks to identify data gaps.  
2) Conduct data analyses to determine pollutant trends within the Four Corners study area.
3) Using the gap analysis and trend analysis identify options for additional monitoring.
4) Incorporate public input when developing monitoring strategy
5) Identify potential funding sources for additional monitoring sites.
6) Develop a mercury monitoring strategy for the Four Corners study area.
Discussion:
The work group will examine the various agency monitoring networks to determine present monitor locations and types, and pollutants or parameters being measured.  Using this evaluation the work group will identify locations within the study area that lack adequate representation in terms of pollutant data.  Available data from the monitoring networks will be analyzed to establish pollutant trends.  The method and extent of establishing additional monitoring capabilities will be dictated by the results from the network studies and from the data analyses.  Public input will also be addressed during the consideration of potential monitoring site locations.  Once it has been established where monitoring sites are needed and what pollutants or parameters are to be measured, the work group will identify potential funding sources.  To augment the Mesa Verde mercury wet deposition site, the work group will develop a mercury monitoring strategy. 
Task 1
In identifying the existing monitoring networks located in the Four Corners study area, a matrix will be developed.  The matrix will list all agency monitoring sites within the study area.  The type of site and the parameters measured at that site will be listed in the matrix.

Task 2
Data from agency databases will be analyzed to establish pollutant trends.  In some cases, the agency’s own data analyses may be used.

Task 3
Once the gap analysis and the data analyses have been conducted, the work group will assess the types of monitors required and optimal site locations in the Four Corners study area.
Task 4
Because public sentiment and concern regarding air quality are of great importance to the Four Corners Air Quality Task Force, available public input will be considered prior to any final recommendations of site location and type.
Task 5
 The work group will identify potential funding sources for additional monitoring sites.

Task 6
A mercury monitoring strategy will be developed.  The strategy will address the issue of how mercury-containing air pollution can, in turn, produce water polluting constituents. These constituents, most commonly methyl-mercury, then build up in fish tissue and can impact human health when ingested.  The work group at some point may need to solicit assistance from various agency water quality groups to compile these correlations.
