Four Corners Air Quality Task Force

Other Sources Work Group

Draft Mitigation Option: Phased Construction Projects
I. Description of the mitigation option, including benefits (air quality, environmental, economic, other), tradeoffs (one pollutant for another, etc.) and burdens (on whom, what)
Construction projects remove large quantities of vegetation leaving bare earth open to wind erosion, as well as to other environmental and biological degradation.  Phasing these projects, large and even single residential development could lessen this environmental problem. Phasing revegetation would also result in decreased wind erosion.
Since phasing includes both small and large projects, this is something that individuals can have a part in as well as participating in for the larger community.
Benefits: 

· Air quality – Particulate matter would decrease, protection of scenic views and economic benefits for tourism
· Environmental – Globally desertification is a big concern. The decrease in wind-blown particulates could delay man-made local desertification.

· Economic—construction would be phased according to building. Therefore, upfront costs would be also coordinated with sales, rather than all at the project beginning.  Construction loans would also be phased.

Burdens:

· Developers may see change in methods as a threat to free enterprise.

· Construction managers would have to keep grading machinery on site locations throughout the project.
II. Description of how to implement
A. Mandatory or voluntary

Both. Mandatory for new construction. Incentives for individual homeowners to plant vegetation on disturbed sites.

B. Indicate the most appropriate agency(ies) to implement

Counties and towns in land use regulations, building permits. Local and state agencies may also implement programs for free compost or vegetation (e.g., native trees or shrubs for lot sizes over 1 acre).
III. Feasibility of the option (indicate if assistance is needed from Cumulative Effects and/or Monitoring work groups)
A. Technical – High 
B. Environmental – High 
C. Economic – High – may result in higher costs for construction projects in some areas.
IV. Background data and assumptions used (indicate if assistance is needed from Cumulative Effects and/or Monitoring work groups)

Help from monitoring work group to collect data downwind of 
V. Any uncertainty associated with the option (Low, Medium, High) – Low 
VI. Level of agreement within the work group for this mitigation option.

VII. Cross-over issues to the other source groups (please describe the issue and which groups)
Oil and gas and power plant work groups may look at phased development and revegetation for new projects.
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