FAQs for NOIs for Portable Engines

5/16/2010
Q.  What are the fees for a portable engine NOI? 
A.  Under 20.2.75 NMAC – Construction Permit Fees, a filing fee of five hundred dollars ($500) shall be submitted with each filing of a notice of intent.  Submit the fee at the time of application.  A $500 fee is also required when adding an engine to an existing NOI or modifying a NOI.  NOIs are not subject to a permit fee, nor an annual fee. 

Q.  Why does the Bureau require serial numbers for all portable units listed in the NOI?

A.  One of the basic functions of the Notice of Intent (NOI) process is to correlate emissions generated to their associated sources.  This cannot be done without some method, such as serial numbers, of identifying individual emission sources of identical make and model.  This information is required for tracking, fee, and enforcement purposes.  Thus, the Department has determined that serial numbers are essential information to complete the NOI process.  The Department has the authority to require this information under 20.2.73.200.B.(9) NMAC. 
Q.  What serial number information is required when applying for a new portable NOI?

A.  In general, for new portable NOIs, the Department will require the list of serial numbers for the emission units to be included with the NOI application.  There is a limit on the number of units that can be included in a single application to avoid circumvention of the fee regulation, 20.2.75 NMAC.  The maximum number of units allowed in a new NOI application, or added to an existing portable NOI, is the number of units that will be installed within one year after the NOI is issued.  Any unit(s) not installed within this one-year timeframe will be considered ‘shut down’ under 20.2.73.200.E.(2) NMAC and removed from the list of approved units under the NOI.  If the serial numbers are unknown at the time of the application, please list the serial numbers as ‘to be determined’ (TBD) on the application.  No additional fee is required when TBD is updated with serial numbers.
Q.  What serial number information is required to add units to an existing portable NOI?

A.  For the units to be added, the serial number information requirement is the same as is required for new NOI applications (see above).  In addition, the Department will require a list of serial numbers for all existing units on the NOI, if serial numbers had not been provided previously.  These applications must be accompanied by a single NOI filing fee regardless of the number of units being added.  However, there is a limit on the number of units that can be added in a single application to avoid circumvention of the fee regulation, 20.2.75 NMAC.  This limit is the number of units that will be installed within one year after the NOI is revised.  Any new unit(s) not installed within this one-year timeframe will be considered ‘shut down’ under 20.2.73.200.E.(2) NMAC and removed from the list of approved units under the NOI.  If the serial numbers are unknown at the time of the application, please list the serial numbers as ‘to be determined’ (TBD) on the application.  No additional fee is required when TBD is updated with serial numbers.  

Q.  How should I provide the serial number information for the engines package(s) covered under a portable NOI?
A.  When submitting a NOI application or adding an engine package(s) to an existing portable NOI, please provide the serial number information for each engine covered by the NOI in an Excel spreadsheet (both electronically and in print), formatted as shown below unless the total number of packages is five or less.  If this is the case, provide this information on the NOI application form.
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Q.  How do I remove units from an existing portable NOI?
A.  To remove units from an existing NOI, the Department will require a list of the serial numbers being removed.  This request should be made in writing on company letterhead with the original signature of the responsible party.  There is no fee for this action. The letter will be filed and the database will be updated, but the Department will not send a response letter.  

Q.  What serial number information is required to exchange units on an existing portable NOI (like kind)?
A.  For requests to exchange units on an NOI (like-kind), the Department will require a list of the serial numbers of the new units and the units being exchanged.  This request should be made in writing on company letterhead with the original signature of the responsible party.  There is no fee for this action. The letter will be filed and the database will be updated, but the Department will not send a response letter.  
Q.  May an engine with a NOI co-locate with other small auxiliary emission units without any further action by the Department?

A. The regulation, 20.2.73 NMAC at section 200.A, paragraphs 2 and 4, requires that the owner/operator submit a Notice to the Department for review prior to such co-location regardless of the amount of emissions of the auxiliary units.  According to the Air Quality Bureau’s procedure 02-012.00, paragraph 1.5, the exemptions found in 20.2.72 NMAC at section 202.A do apply, but those at 202.B do not apply.

The  NOI application can also be written in such a way as to provide the source with additional flexibility.  An owner/operator may include a variety of generic auxiliary equipment in the application such as tank capacity and throughput, separator, and heater/treater, as long as the combination of engine and auxiliary equipment meets the NOI applicability requirements.  

Another possibility for flexibility is the situation where the engine has its own NOI and the auxiliary equipment has a different NOI.  If the sum of emissions from equipment in both NOIs is less than or equal to 10 pounds per hour or 25 tons per year per pollutant, the items may be co-located without submitting a new NOI.   The owner/operator must notify the Department of the co-location at least 15 days prior to the action according to 20.2.73 NMAC, section 200.E(1) and indicate the identification number of the adjacent NOI.  Department staff will confirm the appropriateness of this co-location and file the relocation notice in each affected NOI’s folder. Since the Department has already reviewed all equipment, there is no need for detailed technical analysis; however the sum of the emissions must be verified.   

A third possibility for flexibility is the situation where the engine has its own NOI and the auxiliary equipment has a NPR issued by the Department.  If the sum of emissions from equipment in the NOI and NPR is less than or equal to 10 pounds per hour or 25 tons per year per pollutant, the items may be co-located without submitting a new NOI.   As above, the owner/operator must notify the Department of the co-location at least 15 days prior to the action according to 20.2.73 NMAC, section 200.E(1) and indicate the identification number of the adjacent NPR.  Department staff will confirm the appropriateness of this co-location and file the relocation notice in each affected NOI’s folder. Since the Department has already reviewed all equipment, there is no need for detailed technical analysis; however the sum of the emissions must be verified.   

Q. Must start up, shut down, and maintenance (SSM) emission be reported NOIs?

A. Yes.  SSM emissions for NOIs should be reported for applicability purposes.  For instance, a compressor station submitting an NOI should evaluate blowdown/venting emissions that occur from predicable maintenance activities.  There are two approaches that can be taken for evaluating blow down emissions for NOIs.

1) Blowdown emissions are calculated for the entire facility based upon the gas flow rate, the amount of time the gas is vented, and the number of times per year these predictable blowdown or venting events occur.  The VOC emissions are then reported as a separate line item on the emissions table with the other equipment.  

2) Blowdown emissions are calculated as above.  VOC emissions from combustion equipment or a dehydrator still vent are subtracted from the blow down emissions with the assumption that combustion equipment and dehydrators are not operating and producing emissions during a blowdown event.  Tank emissions would not be subtracted because standing and working emissions would still occur and flashing emissions are calculated based on the annual liquid throughput.  If VOC blow down emissions are more than the combustion/still vent VOC emissions, then the difference is reported on Table 2-F.
Q.  When relocating portable engines covered under a portable NOI, what notification is required?
A.  For NOIs issued to portable engines without a location, (rental companies for example) we do not required notification of each location to which units are moved.
These FAQ are intended to serve as general guidance and are in no way a formal statement of Department policy.  Unique operating conditions may result in different determinations and may require a site specific analysis to accurately determine requirements and applicability.  
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		Item #		Unit No		Engine Make and Model		Engine Serial Number		H/P		NOI that added the Engines

		1		30008		Caterpillar G3306NA		7Y595		145		1538R21

		2		60099		Caterpillar G3306NA		HCC5000043		145		1538R21

		3		60125		Caterpillar G3306NA		07Y00595		145		1538R21

		4		70028		Caterpillar G3306NA		HCC5500236		145		1538R21

		5		70099		Caterpillar G3306NA		07Y03018		145		1538R21
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