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STATE OF NEW MEXICO  
BEFORE THE SECRETARY OF ENVIRONMENT 

 
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF  
ConAgra Trade Group, Inc. FOR AN  
AIR QUALITY OPERATING PERMIT  
FOR THE Clovis Ethanol Plant AQCA 06-35(P) 
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
(Rescheduling of the canceled November 17, 2006 hearing) 

 
The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) announces a public hearing to take 

evidence on an application for an air quality construction permit for ConAgra’s Clovis Ethanol 
Plant pursuant to the New Mexico Air Quality Control Act, NMSA 1978, §§ 74-2-1 et seq., and 
Section 206 of 20.2.72 NMAC. The public hearing will solely address the New Source Review 
Permit Application submitted by ConAgra in accordance with 20.2.72 NMAC. 

ConAgra is proposing to construct a 110 million gallon per year ethanol plant at 1327 US 
60-84, Clovis, New Mexico in Curry County.  The proposed plant will be co-located with the 
Peavey Company West grain handling facility.  The ethanol plant will be owned and operated by 
ConAgra Trade Group, Inc.  The mailing address of ConAgra is 1327 West Hwy 60-84, Clovis, 
New Mexico 88101. 

ConAgra’s construction permit application was received August 11, 2006 and deemed 
complete on September 21, 2006 by the Air Quality Bureau (AQB). 

The AQB has conducted a review of the information submitted by ConAgra in its 
construction permit application.  The review included evaluation of the air dispersion modeling, 
emission rates, and applicable requirements as submitted in the application by ConAgra.  The 
review of the permit application by the AQB and the information provided by ConAgra indicates 
that ambient impacts from the facility’s emission sources in combination with other sources are 
less than the applicable federal and state ambient air quality standards.  AQB has prepared an 
Analysis of the permit application for public review and comment. 

Any person may review the permit application, the permit file, the Analysis, and the 
applicable regulation 20 NMAC 2.72 – Construction Permits, at the following locations: 

 
1. NMED Air Quality Bureau 

2048 Galisteo Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 
(505) 827-1494 
Attn: Sam Speaker  

 
2.  NMED District Office 

100 Manana Blvd., Unit 3 
Clovis, NM 88101 
(505) 762-3728 
Attn: Michelle  
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Any person who wishes to obtain a paper copy of the permit application or applicable 
regulations may do so at $0.25 per page by contacting Ms. Julie Skibyak, of the Air Quality 
Bureau, at (505) 955-8094.   
 
A. WRITTEN NON-TECHNICAL PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
NMED will accept non-technical written public comments regarding the proposed facility and 
the AQB’s Analysis on or before January 11, 2007.  Written public comments may be filed in 
advance with the Air Quality Bureau, Attn. Mr. Sam Speaker, 2048 Galisteo Street, Santa Fe, 
New Mexico 87505, or in person with the Hearing Officer at the hearing. 
 
B. ORAL NON-TECHNICAL PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
NMED will hold a public hearing on the AQB’s draft permit on January 11, 2007.  Testimony 
will begin at 10:00 am at the Clovis Civic Center located at 801 Schepps Blvd  in Clovis, New 
Mexico.  The Hearing Officer will accept non-technical public comments at 11:30 am, 3:00 pm 
and at 6:00 pm, and periodically throughout the hearing until the Hearing Officer has determined 
that all testimony has been heard.  There will be two meal breaks; each break will last 
approximately one hour.  The evidentiary record may be closed at the conclusion of the hearing.  
 
The public hearing will be conducted by the Hearing Officer in accordance with the 
Environment Department’s Permitting Procedures (20.1.4 NMAC), the Air Quality Bureau’s 
Permitting Procedures (20.2.72 NMAC), and other applicable hearing procedures.  All oral 
public comments shall be received under oath.  The Hearing Officer may set reasonable limits on 
oral public comments. 
 
C. TECHNICAL ORAL TESTIMONY 
 
Any person, including the Applicant, who wishes to present technical oral testimony at the 
hearing, must file with the Hearing Clerk a Statement of Intent to Present Technical Testimony 
on or before December 27, 2006. 
 
The Hearing Clerk’s information is as follows: 
 
Sally Worthington, Hearing Clerk 
New Mexico Environment Department 
1190 St. Francis Drive, Rm N-2150 
P.O. Box 26110 
Santa Fe, New Mexico  87502 
(505) 827-2002  (phone) 
(505) 827-2836  (fax) 
sally.worthington@state.nm.us 
 
Persons who file a Statement of Intent to Present Technical Testimony will be considered parties 
to the proceeding. 
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Technical testimony means relevant scientific, engineering, economic or other specialized 
testimony, whether oral or written, but does not include legal argument, general comments, or 
statements of policy concerning matters at issue in the hearing.  All technical testimony will be 
taken under oath and will be subject to cross-examination. 
 
The Statement of Intent to Present Technical Testimony must contain the following information: 
 
 1. Identity:  Identify the person filing the statement; 
  
 2. Position:  State whether the person filing the statement supports or    
 opposes issuance of the permit; 
 
 3. Witnesses:  Identify each witness, including name, address, affiliation(s),   
 and educational and work background;  
 
 4.  Length of Testimony:  Estimate the length of the direct testimony of each   
 witness; and 
  

5. Direct Testimony:  Submit the direct testimony or summary thereof of each 
witness, stating any opinion(s) to be offered by such witness, and an explanation 
of the basis for such opinion(s).  In addition, identify any term or condition of the 
draft permit challenged by the witness. 

 
6. Exhibits:   Documents not in the Administrative Record must be included if the 

person intends to offer them as exhibits. 
 

7. Technical Material: List or make available all technical materials relied upon by 
each witness in making statement of technical of fact or opinion contained in his 
or her direct testimony. 

 
The failure to file a timely notice of intent to present technical testimony substantially complying 
with the requirements above shall preclude a person from presenting technical testimony. 
 
III. PARTY STATUS 
 
A person, including the Applicant, who wishes to be a participant at the hearing, must file with 
the Hearing Clerk either a Notice of Intent to Present Technical Testimony, as described above, 
or an Entry of Appearance on or before December 27, 2006.  
 
The Entry of Appearance must contain the following information: 
 
 1. Person:  Identify the person filing the entry of appearance; and 
  
 2. Position:  State whether the person filing the entry of appearance supports   
 or opposes issuance of the permit. 
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The failure to file a timely notice of intent to present technical testimony or entry of appearance 
substantially complying with the requirements specified above shall preclude a person from 
attaining party status. 
  
IV. POST-HEARING PROCESS 
 
Participation in the post-hearing process for the draft permit will be limited to parties.  At the 
conclusion of the public hearing, the Hearing Officer will establish, in her discretion, the post-
hearing process in accordance with 20.1.4 NMAC.  
 
V. ARRANGEMENTS FOR PERSONS REQUIRING AID TO PARTICIPATE 
 
If any person requires assistance, an interpreter, or auxiliary aid to participate in this process, 
please contact Judy Bentley by December 20, 2006, at NMED, Room N-4071, 1190 St. Francis 
Drive, P.O. Box 26110, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502.  Ms. Bentley’s telephone number is (505) 
827-9872.  TDD or TDY users should access Ms. Bentley’s number through the New Mexico 
Relay Network (TDY users 800-659-8331; TDD users (1-800-659-1779). 


