GCP-6 FAQs
1.  Question:  What are the benefits of the GCP-6 permit?

Response:  The GCP-6 achieves many environmental and industrial benefits:
1. It provides federally enforceable conditions to reduce and limit VOC emissions to levels below NSPS OOOO applicability thresholds.  It drastically reduces emissions from Storage Vessels that are not subject to NSPS OOOO, if optional methods of reduction are selected to ensure the facility does not meet Title V (20.2.70 NMAC) or PSD (20.2.74 NMAC) thresholds.  
2. It places federally enforceable limits on emissions from Storage Vessels to ensure these vessels emit below NSPS OOOO applicability thresholds.
3. Storage Vessels that are not subject to NSPS may optionally and individually be selected to require methods of reduction to help limit the entire facility to less than Title V applicability thresholds (100 TPY of VOC).

4. Storage Vessels that are not subject to NSPS may optionally and individually be selected to require methods of reduction to help limit the entire facility to less than PSD applicability thresholds (250 TPY of VOC).

5. The GCP-6 is cost effective; the registration fee is 10 fee points, a small fraction of the expense of a Part 72 construction permit.  The dollar value of a fee point is changed on Jan 1 of each year to reflect the change in the consumer price index. To see the current value of a fee point, go to http://www.env.nm.gov/aqb/permit/permit_fees.htm.  
It can be obtained very quickly, 30 days from receipt of the application, roughly a 25% of the time necessary for a Part 72 construction permit.

2.  Question:  Why is the permit limited to 79 tons per year of VOC?

Response:  The total allowable annual VOC emission limit in the permit is 79 tons per year.  This limit was chosen specifically to keep registered facilities from being identified as a Synthetic Minor 80 (SM80) source.  An SM80 source is a source with emissions that have been reduced to below major Title V thresholds, but have emissions on one or more pollutants with permit limits above 80 tons per year.  Thus, the emission rate of an SM80 source is over 80% of Title V applicability thresholds.  The EPA requires periodic inspections of these sources.  EPA does not require inspection of synthetic minor sources with emissions less than 80% of Title V permitting thresholds. 
3.  Question:  What is PER?
Response:  In layperson terms, Potential Emission Rate (PER) is the amount of emissions a facility could emit if it did not have a permit to legally limit its emissions to reduced amounts.  The lower level of emissions as limited by a permit is called Potential To Emit (PTE).  The legal definition of these terms can be found in the regulation 20.2.73.7 NMAC.
4.  Question:  Can a Storage Vessel authorized under this permit co-locate with other equipment?
Response:  A permittee may co-locate Storage Vessel Facilities authorized under the GCP-6 with other equipment, such as engines, turbines, glycol dehydrators, and heaters, provided the permittee obtains the appropriate required authorizations for the other equipment, if such equipment requires a NOI or regular permit to operate. The compromise of this process allows the Department to write a vastly less complicated permit and a permit vastly easier to comply with.  
5.  Question:  How do I register the other equipment?

Response:  If there is other equipment at the site, the permittee may be required to also obtain an NOI or convert the GCP-6 to a permit.  The NOI should list the PER emissions of the other equipment and add the PTE emissions of the GCP-6, which would result in total emissions for the NOI or total emissions in determining applicability for Part 72.  The permittee should also identify the GCP-6 permit number in the NOI application form.  
6.  Question:  Why would an applicant choose the Redundancy Option which requires a selected Storage Vessel to have a backup method of reducing VOC emissions?

Response:  The option to require a redundant method of reducing VOC emissions is completely voluntary and is required only if an applicant chooses this option on the Registration Form.  This option gives the permittee a federally enforceable redundant method of reducing VOC emissions during maintenance or malfunction events.  If a Storage Vessel has only one method of reducing VOCs and that method is down 5% of the time, emissions from the Storage Vessel during the 5% downtime could well result in the annual total VOC emissions for all but small Storage Vessels to be above 6 tpy.  In this case, these Storage Vessels would remain subject to NSPS OOOO even though they are subject to a GCP-6 permit.  However, if a backup method of reducing VOCs is chosen, then emissions from the Storage Vessel will be further reduced during downtime of the primary method and the annual total VOC for these Storage Vessels can be kept below the 6 tpy NSPS OOOO applicability threshold.
The Department has received and reviewed many applications that include a redundant method of reducing VOC emissions during downtime of the primary reduction method.  The Department wanted to make this option available in the GCP-6 and make it federally enforceable to those applicants that operate, or wish to operate, their facility’s Storage Vessels below OOOO applicability thresholds.

7.  Question:  Why would an applicant choose the Truck Loading Option which requires a method of reducing VOC emissions during truck loading?
Response:  The option to reduce loading emissions is completely voluntary and is required only if an applicant chooses this option on the Registration Form.  The GCP-6 permit requires that the total emissions from the facility be less than 79 tons per year in order to qualify for the permit.  If the emissions from truck loading are substantial, the permittee may wish to reduce the emissions from truck loading, to keep the facility total emission to less than 79 tons per year.  
Reducing the loading emissions allows facilities to reduce a source of VOC emissions such that other equipment can operate onsite.  Loading emissions can be a large source of emissions at production locations and an option to reduce the emissions would be valuable for sources that have large quantities of loading emissions and that wish to register under this type of permit.   
8.  Question:  Why would an applicant choose the Malfunction Option which establishes a malfunction VOC emission limit of 10 tpy?

Response:  The option to include an allowable limit on Malfunction emissions is completely voluntary and is required only if an applicant chooses this option on the Registration Form.  The Malfunction limit establishes an allowable amount of VOC emissions during malfunction events.   If an applicant chooses to establish this limit in the permit, it can reduce the number of excess emissions reports required for malfunction events.  This permitting option, also available in other permits, is well received by industry because it saves both the applicant and the Department valuable time and resources by greatly reducing the number of excess emissions reports for small volume VOC excess emissions.
Currently, an applicant is required to report a malfunction event by submitting an excess emissions report by the end of the following business day, and a final report within 10 business days as required by 20.2.7.110 NMAC.    If the applicant selects an allowable limit of 10 tpy of VOC from Malfunction events, the applicant has the choice of either submitting the event as an excess emission under 20.2.7 NMAC, or recording the event and quantity of emissions and keeping a record onsite.  This option is highly recommended as it has the potential of greatly reducing the number of excess emissions.
9.  Question:  Are malfunction emissions included in SSM emissions?
Response:  No.  SSM, as defined in 20.2.7 NMAC, means routine or predictable startup, shutdown, or scheduled maintenance, (not malfunction).  Refer to the definition of SSM in Section D101.  Emissions occurring during startup, shutdown and maintenance are considered part of normal operation of equipment and need to be considered in the potential emission rate (PER) calculation.  The allowable annual VOC limit for Storage Vessels in the GCP-6 permit properly includes SSM emissions in the annual VOC calculation.  An emission limit that does not consider SSM emissions is not an effective emission limit for that equipment.         

Malfunction emissions are never included in SSM emissions.  The malfunction emission limit option is a voluntary emission limit that an applicant may choose in the Application Form.  
10.  Question:  If this is a voluntary permit, why is public notice required?

Response:  The section of the regulation that authorizes general construction permits requires that public notice be performed for facilities that are registering under that type of permit (20.2.72.220.A(2)(b)(ii) NMAC). The GCP-6 currently allows permittees to perform one public notice for up to 10 separate sites.  CGP-6 Permit Condition C100.B states The applicant’s legal notice may include up to 10 separate facilities if required location information for each facility is included in the notice.

11.  Question:  Can one method of reducing VOC emissions be used for several Storage Vessels?
Response:  Yes.  Condition A105.A requires each Storage Vessel with a PER of 6 or more VOC tpy to have at least one allowable method of reducing VOC emissions from Table 102.B.  This condition also clarifies “the method selected may reduce VOC emissions from multiple Storage Vessels.”

12.  Question:  What is the difference between equipment changes that require notification and equipment changes that do not increase PER and do not require notification?  What examples fall under each category?  
Response:  Condition C101.B refers to a modification which increases the PER such as new, additional units.  Per 20.2.72.220.D(1) NMAC, the permittee must notify the Department prior to modification as defined in Section D101.  This notification consists of submitting Sections 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, and 15 of the Application Form to the Department .  No public notification is required, and no filing fees or permit fees apply.  Condition C101.C refers to a change in units which does not increase the PER, such as like-kind replacements or removals.  These changes should be recorded by completing a new Application Form and keeping it on-site or at the permittee’s local business office.  No public notification is required, and no filing fees or permit fees apply.
13.  Question:  What is the application process?
Response:  The GCP-6 has one Application Form which requires location and equipment information for a facility. The applicant must completely fill out the Application Form prior to submitting to the Department.  An applicant may revise the Application Form if there are changes to the PER of any equipment, if necessary.  Note that Section 9 of the Application Form is a separate pdf document.  It is a tool for calculating emissions based on dropdown options for working/breathing/flashing programs, dropdown options for reduction devices, and dropdown options for reduction efficiencies.  
14. Question: Why aren’t Enclosed Combustion Devices allowed?

The Department performed multiple air dispersion modeling analyses utilizing modeling inputs from our data set of enclosed combustion devices.  The results of the modeling predicted exceedances of multiple Ambient Air Quality Standards, and therefore this equipment cannot be authorized to operate under a GCP-6.  
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