LEGAL NOTICE
and

Preliminary Determination for an Air Quality Permit for
Lea Power Partners LLC, 98 N Twombly Lane, Hobbs, NM has submitted a Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) air quality permit application for greenhouse gases and a minor source application for other air pollutants to the Air Quality Bureau (AQB), New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) for an air quality permit to modify the Hobbs Generating Station.  The application file has been assigned Permit No. PSD3449-M2 and TEMPO Agency Interest ID No. 25726.  Due to a Supreme Court decision on June 23, 2014, this permit application will most likely no longer be a PSD permit application, and only a minor source construction permit application.  Since the Air Quality Bureau is still waiting for additional information to determine the impact on this application, we are moving forward with providing this notice for a 30-day review of our preliminary determination per PSD. If this application turns out to not be PSD, then the greenhouse gas requirements in the draft permit would no longer apply.
In addition to the greenhouse gas requirements, the permit adds first-time Start-up, Shutdown and Maintenance (SSM) mass emission limits for NOx, CO and VOC and a SSM VOC Best Available Control Technology (BACT) stack concentration limit. 
The AQB is notifying the public that the AQB’s preliminary determination, which includes the Best Available Control Technology (BACT) determination for greenhouse gas, draft permit, statement of basis, and modeling report is available for public review and comment.  All comments must be submitted, in writing, to the AQB-NMED within 30 days from the date that this public notice is published in this newspaper (20.2.72.206.B(1) NMAC and 20.2.74.400.C NMAC).  Any written comments should refer to the company name, facility name, and application number, or send a copy of this notice along with your comments.

The documents comprising AQB-NMED’s preliminary determination and the permit application can be found on the AQB website at:

http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/aqb/permit/ApplicationsPermitswithPublicInterest.htm
It may also be found at AQB-NMED’s Santa Fe office at 525 Camino de los Marquez; or at NMED’s Hobbs field office located at 726 E. Michigan, Suite 160, Hobbs, NM 88240.
All written comments on AQB-NMED’s preliminary determination should be submitted to the attention of Daren K. Zigich at darenk.zigich@state.nm.us or at 505-476-4366.

The preliminary intent of AQB is to issue the air quality permit after this 30-day comment period.  
If the Department Secretary determines that a public hearing is required due to significant public interest, all persons shall have the opportunity to appear and submit written or oral comments at the hearing.

The proposed modification will consist of improving the station performance by upgrading both gas turbines by replacing the Row 1 Blade Ring and Rows 1 and 2 Turbine Blades and Vanes with new parts that have superior cooling technology. This change will result in the need for less cooling air and will have a corresponding increase in fuel consumption, exhaust flow rate, temperature, and electricity production.

Total air pollutant emissions to the atmosphere are estimated to be approximately Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) at 184.5 tons per year (tpy); Carbon Monoxide (CO) at 280.9 tpy; Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC) at 96.7 tpy; Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) at 48.5 tpy; Total Suspended Particulate Matter (TSP) at 87.3 tpy, Particulate Matter 10 microns or less (PM10) at 86.7 tpy, and Particulate Matter 2.5 microns or less (PM2.5) at 85.8 tpy, and greenhouse gas (CO2e) at 1,897,124 tpy. 
An abbreviated PSD Class II increment consumption modeling was performed for NOx, the only PSD increment consuming pollutant with a permitted increase (less than 40 tpy) associated with this permitting action.  The analysis showed that the facility will contribute less than 50 percent of the NOx annual significance level of 1 ug/m3 to the ambient air around the facility. 
