PUBLIC NOTICE

For

Air Quality Operating Permit

for Raton Power Plant of Raton Public Service Company
Raton Public Service Company at PO Box 40, Raton, NM 87740 has submitted an air quality operating permit application to the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) for an air quality operating permit for its Raton Power Plant.  The owner of this plant is Raton Public Service Company.  The plant is located at 940 South Second St., Raton, NM 87740, in Section: 25, Range: 23E, Township: 31N, (UTMZ: 13, UTMH: 550.0 km, UTMV: 4083.0 km), approximately 14 miles (8.1 km) northwest of Lodi, in the City of Raton, Colfax County,  New Mexico.  This application file has been assigned an Operating Permit Number P148R1 and TEMPO Agency Interest ID No. 91.  
The main purpose of the power plant is to use a coal-fired boiler to produce steam electric generation. The major processes associated with this plant are as follows: 1) Delivery of coal by a dump truck to a conveyor system that feeds the boiler. 2) The boiler produces steam that is piped to a turbine electric generator. 3) The steam condensate is then piped to a cooling tower followed by a water treatment operation for reinjection into the boiler. 
This operating permit application is for a permit renewal. Per 20.2.70.401.C.(4) NMAC, this permitting action involves 1) minor adjustments in emissions due to correction of mathematical calculations included in the original operating permit application and recalculation of trace elements in coal composition; 2) the addition of  Compliance Assurance Monitoring (CAM) requirement; 3) the addition of operating scenario 2 (cold standby) as the facility has not been operating under normal conditions since Feb. 2006; and 4) the removal of 40 CFR 83 applicability since the plant no longer services vehicle air conditioning .
The estimated maximum air pollutant emissions to the atmosphere from this plant after the requested operating permit is granted are as follows.  Parentheses note changes in emissions from previous operating permit action - P148M1; emissions are expressed in tons per year (tpy). Sulfur Dioxide, 875.6 tpy (0); Carbon Monoxide, 115.2 tpy (0), Nitrogen Dioxide, 315.8 tpy (-0.1), Particulate Matter (total suspended), 198.7 tpy (+ 8.2), Particulate Matter (10 microns or less), 197.1 tpy (0). 
The NMED has conducted a preliminary review of the information submitted with the permit application.  This review included evaluation of the emission rates and applicable requirements to determine compliance status.

The NMED has made a preliminary determination that this plant will comply with the requirements of New Mexico Administrative Code 20.2.14, 20.2.70, 20.2.71, 20.2.73, and the New Mexico Air Quality Control Act.  Therefore, the preliminary intent of NMED is to issue the air quality operating permit on or before June 17, 2009. 
Interested persons may obtain the draft operating permit, submit written comments, or request a public hearing on Operating Permit Number P148R1.  Contact the New Mexico Environment Department, Air Quality Bureau, Operating Permit Unit, 1301 Siler Rd, Bldg B, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87507-3113.

Written requests for public hearing must state the nature of the issues proposed to be raised in the hearing.  Comments must be based on the requirements of the applicable state and federal air quality regulations and the Clean Air Act.  Comments or hearing requests must be received within 30 days after the public notice is published.

The permit application, draft permit and relevant supporting materials are currently available for review at the Air Quality Bureau, Operating Permits Unit, 1301 Siler, Bldg B, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87507-3113.  The Department contact in Santa Fe is Sandra Duque at 505-476-4342.
