
AIR QUALITY BUREAU PROCEDURE


Effective Date: March 22, 2001


Procedure Number: 02-009.00

Title: Announcement of Inspections

Reference: AQCA 74-2-5.1 and AQCA 74-2-13
PURPOSE: The purpose of this procedure is to outline the circumstances when an inspector will provide prior notice of an inspection.
POINT OF CONTACT: Enforcement or Compliance Section of Air Quality Bureau.

1.0 PROCEDURE CONTENT: Chapter 74, Article 2, Section 5.1 requires that the Air Quality Bureau (AQB) perform investigations as required for the enforcement of the Air Quality Control Act (AQCA) on any public and private property (except residences) that is believed to be a source contributing to air pollution. 
1.1 The inspection is the primary compliance assurance method for verifying compliance. In order for the AQB to most accurately evaluate the various sources contributing to air pollution, inspections should be performed on facilities in conditions representative of normal source operations. 

1.2 When feasible and when it will not potentially hinder the inspection process, the AQB may give advance notice. The Bureau recognizes that in the spirit of common courtesy each facility would appreciate as much advance notification as possible.  However, the AQCA regulates some facilities with emission sources that are subject to speedy alteration and disguise.  To forestall such changes in facilities and operational parameters advance notice for inspections is discouraged. 

1.3 There may be occasions when advance notice is necessary to conduct an effective inspection. These occasions include:  (a) When the inspection can most effectively be conducted after regular business hours or when special preparations are necessary; (b) To ensure the presence of appropriate personnel who are needed to aid in the inspection; (c) When the giving of advance notice would enhance the probability of an effective and thorough inspection; e.g., in complex facility inspections or facilities affected by national security requirements.

1.4 The decision whether to provide advance notice will be left to the discretion of the inspector. As an agent of the state government an inspector must constantly strive to maintain the highest standards of thoroughness and ethical conduct. Thus, the decision whether to provide advance notice will not be made in an arbitrary or capricious manner. The decision should balance the potential impact on obtaining accurate environmental data, the efficiency and effectiveness of the inspection, and the opportunity to provide the “common courtesy” of notification to the facility.

______(Signed)____________________

_____3/22/00_________________

Sandra Ely, Bureau Chief
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